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Welcome to kanji, and congratulations for coming this far in your quest to learn Japanese.  
Many students ask, “Is it really necessary to learn the kanji?” The answer is yes. The kanji 
are not just phonetic symbols like hiragana and katakana. Each kanji has meaning. By 
learning the kanji you will be able to make sense of how words are related to each other, 
and your ability to understand Japanese will increase substantially as you learn new 
characters.  
 
The kanji  can be read as  or , depending on the word. The kanji  means 
“food,” and words with this kanji in them tend to have meanings related to food. Even if you 
didn’t know the word, you would know that it is related to food if this kanji were in it. 
Consider the following words that use this kanji: 

 
   cafeteria 
   dinner table 
   appetite 
   food products 
   dinner 
   food poisoning 
   midnight snack 
 

As you can see, all of the words have  in them and are somehow related to food. 
 
 

 
Kanji are great because they give you a level of comprehension not available from 
hiragana and katakana alone. For example, if you hear the word , even though 
you have never heard the word before you might be able to understand what it means 
based on the kanji you have “heard.” Because you know that  means Japan, and 
you know that  is one of the readings for the kanji “food,” you could assume that the 
word means “Japanese food.” Of course, it is possible that the  portion of  
was not the kanji for food but the kanji for color, , which can also be read as . You 
can rule out other kanji possibilities by the context of the conversation. 
 
Knowing how words are written in kanji will help your comprehension because you will be 
able to guess what something means based on what the possible kanji are. Learning kanji 
is not as easy as learning hiragana or katakana, but the benefits of knowing kanji make the 
effort worthwhile. 

1 
  

Kanji Lesson 
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Unlike hiragana and katakana, kanji can have more than one reading. The best way to 
learn the different readings is to learn a word that uses the particular reading. The kanji 
section of the lesson will provide you with sample words for each reading. 
 
There are two types of readings: 

 is the Japanese reading of the kanji. It is normally unique to the Japanese 
language. 
 

 is the Chinese reading of the kanji. If you ever study Chinese, you will notice the 
similarity in the way the kanji is read in both languages. Sometimes the  of the 
kanji sounds nothing like it does in Chinese. 

 
 

Many students struggle with kanji because they are not sure whether the kanji in the word 
should be read with the  or . Although there is no foolproof way to know 
which reading to use, you will usually be correct if you follow this simple guideline: most 
kanji in words using a combination of hiragana and kanji use the Japanese reading, 

. On the other hand, if the word is composed of two or more kanji without any hiragana, 
then normally the  is used. When the kanji is all by itself, your first inclination 
should be to use the reading.  

 
 
 
 
 
Make sure you learn the correct stroke order. Correct stroke order will mean neater symbols 
when writing quickly. Also, take time to learn the new words for each kanji – these will help you 
memorize the different readings. 
 

1
 

  
  

      
      

1 stroke one one time one thing January first day of 
the month 

normal; 
general 

 
 

1

2

 

  
  

      
      

2 strokes two two things February second day 
of the month second floor two o’clock 
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1

2

3  

  
  

      
      

3 strokes three March third day of 
the month a triangle three  

things 
third 

dimension 
 
 

1
2

3 4

 

  
  
      

      

5 strokes four April fourth day of 
the month a square four things four seasons 

 
 

1
2

3

4

 

  
  

      
      

4 strokes five May fifth day of 
the month five things five senses five minutes 

 
 

1

2

3 4

 

  
  

      

      

4 strokes six sixth day of 
the month June six things 60 600 

 
 
 
 

 “ …”
In modern Japan, kanji numbers is not used as frequently as in the past. More commonly, 
numbers are written with Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3…). One factor that probably influenced 
this was the limitation of early computers. Written Japanese employs many more 
characters than English and accordingly requires a more sophisticated computer code. It 
would have been more convenient to use Arabic numerals for computing, and the practice 
probably stuck. 
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Although there is still a place for kanji numbers in Japan, they aren’t used as frequently 
today. In Japan today you will see the Arabic numbers you are used to on TV, clocks, 
license plates and just about anything that uses numbers. However you do need to know 
the number kanji since many words and phrases integrate these kanji into them. 

 
 

 
 

 
 Trace the light gray symbols for practice. Pay attention to stroke order and stroke type. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Lesson 1 – kanji activities     5 

 
Write the following words using the kanji that you just learned. This is a great way to 
increase your Japanese vocabulary.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 thing 
 

        

1 o’clock 
 

        

2 things
 

        

2 things
 

        

3rd of month
 

        

3 things
 

        

4th of month 
 

        

4 o’clock
 

        

5 things
 

        

5 o’clock
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Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.                         

 
 

 
 

 

 

2.      

 

 

 

 

3.                          

 

 
 

 
 

 

4.              

 

 
 

 

5.                

 

 

 6.          

 

 

7.                       

 

 
 

 

6th of month
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Use these sheets as extra writing practice for the kanji you have learned up to this point.  
Recently you have learned:  
 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 
 

WRITING PRACTICE
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Throughout this book we will introduce groups of words that are important to everyday 
Japanese speaking. You don’t have to try to memorize them all at once. Just familiarize 
yourself with the each group as they will be showing up in subsequent lessons. 
 
There are two versions of each word for your future convenience. As you learn kanji 
throughout the lessons the progressive version will slowly replace the hiragana that can be 
represented in kanji. 
 
 
 
 
 

Asia   
Europe   
Oceania   
Middle East   
Africa   
North Pole   
South Pole   
equator   
Atlantic Ocean   
Pacific Ocean   
Japan Sea   
national border   
United Nations   

 

A  

VOCABULARY GROUPS
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1. know how to read and write  
2. review vocabulary set 1 

 
 

1. learn to count time spans of hours, days, weeks, months and years   
2. learn to say something happened in the past   

 
 

 
1. Memorize the time spans. They will be important for the next few lessons. 
 

 
 
 
 

Take the time to memorize the new words in this lesson. Move on to the next section only after you know 
these words. If you are having a hard time memorizing the words, try writing each word ten times, repeating 
the word to yourself as you write it. 

 

  how long; how much (time, money) 
  (about) how long ago 

( )  a nurse 
  the other day 
  telephone bill 

  hello (telephone only) 
  from now (starting from now) 
  starting now (from now on) 

    again later 
  page 

  short for  (LA) 
 
 

1  

1  

Masumi and Me
counting time spans1 

Lesson 

Level 
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  amazing, great, wow adjective 
 
 
 
 
 
As you learn new verbs you can learn more about them in the Verb Usage section. Use the 
verb type to figure out each verbs conjugations. 

 

   to go or come back, return regular 

   to do your best regular 

   to stay (overnight) regular 

   to work regular 

   to speak or talk regular 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
uses particles just like , and . This verb is very similar to , but 

there are some subtle differences.  is usually used only when you are going to 
return to the place of origin. can be used when returning to the place of origin or any 
point along the way. Also, can be used when referring to non-physical places such 
as   (returning to the beginning). 

 
 

[place]   
return to [place] 

 
 

 
1.   What time will you come back? 
2.   Please go back to page five. 
3.  I will be back tomorrow. 
4.   I came back from Africa yesterday. 

1  

1  

1  
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 is used a lot in Japan. Whenever you are determined to do something, you will 
. No matter how tough it gets, you will . The particle  marks the thing 

that you are going to do your best at. 
 

[something]   
do your best at [something] 

 
1.   I will do my best at work.  
2.   Let's do our best at homework. 
3.   Kaori did her best. 

 
 

 
is used to mark the place where you are staying. 

 
[place]   

stay over at [place] 
 

 
1.     

I spent the night at a friend’s house on Tuesday. 
 

2.     
I will stay in a hotel tomorrow. 

 
 
 

 marks the place where one is working. 
 

[place]   
work at [place] 

 
 

 
1.    I will work here from next week. 
2.   Until what time did you work? 
3.  Did you work yesterday? (informal) 
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[person]   
talk with [person] 

 
 

1.    
I spoke with Nobuyo last week. 
 

2.   
With whom did you speak? 
 

3.      
I don’t talk that much with my school friends. 
 

 
 

[person]   
 tell/inform [person] 

 
1.    

I will tell Mr. Shimada the day after tomorrow. 
 

2.   
I won’t tell my friends. 

 [thing]    
talk about [thing] 

 
1.     

I will tell my grandmother about the car. 
 

2.       
How come you didn’t tell me about the homework? 
 

3.     
 I told my father about my boyfriend. (informal) 

 

to talk with  

to tell  

to talk about 
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The time spans below, like the other counters you have learned, continue past twelve units in a 
pattern similar to the first ten.  
 
When counting time spans for days, months, and years, sometimes the suffix  is added at 
the end.  literally means “period of time” or “interval,” but it does not always have to be 
used.  When counting  (weeks) and  (hours), can never be removed. 
 

 

How 
many?     

1   (never add )  
2    
3     
4     
5     
6     
7     
8     
9     

10     
11    
12    

 
 
  

How 
many?    

1    
2    
3    
4    
5    
6    
7    
8    
9    

10    
11   
12   
   

1  
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Previously you learned that  means “before” and “in front of.” For example 

 means “before marriage,” and  means “before school” or “in front of 
school.” When used with time spans,  means “ago.”  is not needed to connect 
to the time spans.  

 
[time span] + ( ) 

[time span] ago 
 
 

 one year ago  
  two weeks ago 
  three months ago 
   four days ago 
  five hours ago 
  six minutes ago 

 
 
In the following Q&A, notice that because we are using time spans, the time particle  is 
used after “ago.” 

  
  

  
1.   When did you get married? 
   I got married two years ago. 
   I got married three weeks ago. 

 
2.   How many hours ago did you come? 
   I came six hours ago. 
   I came one hour ago. 

 
 

 
Previously you learned that  means “half past” when saying times. You can do the 
same thing with any other time span. 

 
 

 one year and a half  
  two weeks and a half  
  three months and a half  
   four days and a half  

1  
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This is very easy. In English we say, for example, “page five.” In Japanese, “page” comes 
after the number: . The  counter can also be used to say the amount of 
pages, as in “150 pages” (150 ). 
 
page 1  

 
1  

page 2 
 

2  

page 3 
 

3  

page 4 
 

4  

page 5 
 

5  
page 6 

 
6  

page 7 
 

7  

page 8 
 

8  

page 9 
 

9  

page 10 
 

10  
How many pages?             What page?  

 
Remember that when  is used to say the number of pages in a book, it is a counter 
and does not require any particles but, when you are refering to a specific page (such as 
“page ten”), the respective particle must be used. 
 

 
   

1.   How many pages does this book have? 
 136   It has 136 pages. 
 
2.    What page is the homework on? 
 51   It is on page 51. 
 

 
Important: Be careful with your particles, as they will change the meaning of the sentence. 
Without any particles,  becomes a counter, and when the location particle  is 
used, it becomes a location (in a book). 
 
 

  
1. 10   There are ten pages. 
2. 10   It is on page ten. 
 

 
 

 
 and  mean the same thing. They both mean “from now” or “starting now” 

and can refer to things that occur in the future. They are both used to express that the 
present time is being used as a starting point when speaking about the future.  However, 
only  can be used in expressions like   (three years ago 
from now) which refer to events in the past. Other than this difference they are used in the 
same way.  Note that and can mean a variety of similar phrases such 
as “from this point,” etc.
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1.     What will you do (from) now? 
     I will work from now. 
 
2.     Where are you going from this point? 
     I am going to Africa from this point. 

 

 
 
 

1.     
 How many years were you at the North Pole?  

  
    
 I was there for three years. 
  

    
 I didn’t go to the North Pole. 

  
2.    
  How many days did you study? 

  
    
  About three days.  
   
     
   I didn’t study.  
 
3.     
  What page is the picture of the Pacific Ocean on? 

  
  144    
  It’s on page 144. 
  

4.     
 How many hours did you shop? 

  
      
  I shopped for five hours.  
  
     
   I shopped for about two hours.  
 

1  
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5.     

 When did you return to America?  
  

   
I came back four months ago.  

  
   

I came back last week.   
  
     
 I came back three weeks ago.  
 
 6.       
       How many hours are there to LA from here? 
  
     
  It’s four-and-a-half hours from here.   
  
 
 
 
 
Using a piece of paper cover up the entire English portion of the conversations below. Read 
the Japanese conversation several times until you understand it. Only then should you move 
the paper to compare your comprehension to the English translation. 
 
1. Polite conversation between new friends 
 A     
 B    
 A    
 
 A  I was in Spain since the age of twelve. 
 B  How many years were you there? 
 A  I was there for four years. 
 
 
2. Polite conversation between two people in a golf shop 
 A       
 B     
 A   
 B      
 
 A  I really like golf. I play every Sunday. 
 B  How many hours do you always play? 
 A  About an hour and a half. How about you? 
 B  I sometimes play on Saturday. 

1  
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3. Polite conversation between friends 
 A     
 B     
 A    
 B    
 A     
 B    
 
 A  When are you going to America?   
 B  I am going on Friday of next week. 
 A  Do you go there often? 
 B  Yes, I go every year. 
 A  How long do you always stay there? 
 B  I am there for about two months. 
 
 
4. Polite conversation between a mother and a daughter  
 A    
 B     
 A    
 B    
 A      
 B    
 
 A  What did you do today? 
 B  I played tennis with friends. 
 A  How long did you play? 
 B  Probably about two hours. 
 A  How long did you study for tomorrow’s test? 
 B  I didn’t study. 
 
 
5. Polite conversation between friends 
 A         
 B    
 A    
 
 A  Last April I took a trip to Canada.  
 B  About how long were you there? 
 A  I was there for three weeks and five days. 

 
 
 
 
 



Lesson 1 – counting time spans     19 

 
 
 
 
Using a piece of paper, cover up the entire Japanese portion of the conversations below. 
Translate the English conversation to Japanese. Only after you have translated the entire 
conversation should you move the paper to check your work. 
 
1. Mixed conversation between friends 
 A  When did you come back from Africa? 
 B  Two weeks ago. 
 A  How long were you there? 
 B  About three weeks. 
 
 A     
 B   
 A    
 B   

 
2. Informal conversation between classmates 
 A  There is a lot of homework today! 
 B  When are you going to do it? 
 A  I don't know. Maybe I'll do it tomorrow. 
 B  Do your best. 
 A  Okay. I will do my best. 
 
 A     
 B    
 A     
 B   
 A   

 
3. Formal conversation between aquaintances 
 A  I work everyday until eleven o’clock. 
 B  That is hard, isn’t it!  
 A  It is. Sometimes I stay (overnight) at my office!   
 B  Really?!   
 
 A     
 B   
 A     
 B   

 
 
 
 

1  
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Read the sentences below. Use the information to answer the reading comprehension 
questions later in this lesson. 
 

     
  
   
       
      
     
      
        
       
   
     
      

 
 
 

Here is a phone call that Chris had with Masumi in Japan. 
 

:  
 

:   
 

:   
 

:  
 

:  
 

:   
 

:   
 

:     
 

:      
 

:     
 

:    
 

1  
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:      

  
             
 

:  
 

:  
 
 

New words and expressions in the dialogue  
 

  
  Come here soon. 

 Do your best. 
 
 
 

 

 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson. 

 
     

1  



22     YesJapan.com    

 
Compose new sentences as shown in the example by replacing the appropriate section. 

 the day after tomorrow
 the day before yesterday
from Japan

 

 two hours 

 watched TV 

 read a book 

 about three hours  
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 from four o’clock 

 from now on 

 listen to music 

 

 one year ago 

 six months ago 

 came to America 

 went to Japan 

 

 how many days 

 how many weeks 

 how many months   
  

 
 Answer the following questions as if they were directly asked to you using the words and  
 patterns in this lesson. 

1.     

2.    

3.    
 (where you live right now)
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4.     
  
   
 
5.    
  
   
 
6.    
  
   
 
7.    
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Make sure you learn the correct stroke order. Correct stroke order will mean neater symbols 
when writing quickly. Also, take time to learn the new words for each kanji – these will help you 
memorize the different readings. 
 

1

2

 

  
  

      
      

2 strokes seven July 7th day of 
the month 17 seven things seven 

o’clock 
 

1

2

 

  
  

     
      

2 strokes eight eigth day of 
the month eight things 800 eight o’clock August 

 
1

2

 

  
  

      
      

2 strokes nine September ninth day of 
the month 

nine 
o’clock 900 90 

 

1

2

 

  
  

    
      

2 strokes ten ten times tenth day of 
the month October 10 things the Red Cross 

 
 

  

2 
Kanji Lesson 
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1 2

3
4
5
6

 

 none 
  

    
      

6 strokes 100 department 
store 300 600 100 years 100 things 

 
   

  
      

      

3 strokes 1000 1000 years 1000 yen 3000 to tear into 
pieces 

Chiba 
Prefecture 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 means “compound kanji.” Any word composed of two or more kanji is considered 
. Many times, when two kanji are combined, the second kanji’s reading is slightly 

modified by adding  to the reading. For example, the word  has the kanji  
in it, but it is read as . This happens with many , so it should be the first thing 
you do when guessing a reading of a word. Here is a summarization of this rule: 

 

When kanji are combined into , in many cases the reading of the second kanji is 
modified by adding  to the first hiragana in the reading. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

1

2
3

+  =  
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 Trace the light gray symbols for practice. Pay attention to stroke order and stroke type. 
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Write the following words in the boxes four times each. This is a great way to practice the 
new kanji and review the words at the same time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        

 
        

 
        

 
        

 
        

 
        

 
        

 
        

7 things 

7th of month 

8 things

8th of month

9th of month

90

12 

10th of month

300
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Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3,000

4,000

100 items
 

        

 
        

         

2.              

1.             

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

3.           

 

 
 

 
 

 

4.   

 

 

5.      

 

 

 6.        

 

 

7.   
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Write the following countries’ names in katakana. Some of these have not been covered in 
the lessons, so do your best! The correct katakana for each country can be found in the 
answer key in the back of the book. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    1. America 

    2. England 

    3. France 

    4. Italy 

    6. Vietnam 

14. Australia        

    12. Mexico 

   11. Canada 

10. Spain     

   8. Russia 

9. Brazil     

15. New Zealand         

5. Belgium     

   7. Switzerland 

13. Scotland       
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Use these sheets as extra writing practice for the kanji you have learned up to this point.  
Recently you have learned:  
 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 

WRITING PRACTICE
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electricity   
wall   
emergency exit   
door   
curtains   
carpet   
roof   
floor   
ceiling   
rooftop   
basement   
shower   
electric outlet   
hanger   
iron   
radio   
washing machine   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOCABULARY GROUPS

B 
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1. be able to write and read   
2. review vocabulary group 2 

 
  
 

1. learn to say the amount of times you have done something in a period of time    
2. use the particle  to show by which means something was done. 

1. Make sure that you fully understand the last lesson or you will be confused in this lesson. 
 
 
 
 
 

  by foot 
  taxi 

  swimming pool 
  cup ramen (instant ramen) 

  mini skirt 
  straw 

  Germany 
  first time 
  cash 
  a joke 

 
 
 
 
 

2  

2  

2 
Lesson 

Level  

Mikami Sensei
by which means
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   to cost money; take time regular 

( )   ( )  to shop  

   to pay regular 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 uses  by default when a particle is necessary. Remember that amounts of time 

and money are considered counters and do not require particles.    
 

[time, money]   
to cost [money];  

to take [time] 
 

 
1.   

It doesn’t cost money. 
  

2.   
How much does it cost? 
 

 3.   
  How long will it take? 
 
 4.      
  How many minutes is it from the basement to the rooftop? 
 

 
Remember that shopping and buying are entirely different things. Many students get this 
mixed up. If you want to say that you bought a car, then you would use , not  

.   
  

1.     
  I did (went) shopping today.   
  

2  

2  
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2.     

 I am not going to shop because I am busy today.   
 
3.     

  My mother goes shopping everyday. 
  

 
The thing that is being paid is marked with . As you will learn later on in this lesson, the 
method of payment (credit, cash) is marked with .    
 

[thing]   
to pay [thing] 

 
[method]   

to pay with [method] 
 

 
1.   Please pay the rent. 
2.   I will pay with a credit card. 
3.    I paid the phone bill with cash. 

 
 
 
 
 

 “ ”
The particle  means with, by, or on. It marks the item that is being used to do something. 
It is also used to mark modes of transportation. 

 
 

 
1.   I will eat with a spoon. 
2.   I will buy with cash. 
3.   I will drink with a straw. 
4.   I will go by airplane. 
5.   I will return by taxi. 
6.   How will you come? 

Note that when saying “by foot,”  not  is used.  

7.   I will go by foot. 
8.  I came by foot. 

 

2  
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What “event frequency” means is how often or how many times an event occurs. The 
counter for frequency is . 
 

How many times?  

once  
 

 

twice  
 

 

three times  
 

 

four times 
 

 

five times 
 

 

six times 
 

 

seven times 
 

 

eight times 
 

 

nine times 
 

 

ten times 
 

 
 
You can use event frequency in a sentence with a time span to say how many times 
something has been done in a certain period of time. 
 
 

[time span ] + [number of times] + [action] 
I [action] + [number of times] in + [time span] 

 
 

 
1.      
 How many times a year do you come to America? 
 
     
  I go four times a year. 
 
     
  I go once every two years. 
 
2.     
 About how long do you study Japanese a day? 
 
     
  I study for about five hours a day. 
 
    
  I don’t study that much. 
 
3.    
  Do you come to Japan often? 
 
     
  I come once every six months. 



Lesson 2 – by which means     37 

 
 …

In the previous lesson you learned the word  (telephone bill). can be 
added to many other words in Japanese to mean the cost of whatever it is added to.   

 can mean “cost of,” “bill,” and other similar words. 
 

 
  hotel expenses 

  cost of taxi 
  cost of bus 
  electric bill 

 
 

 
These words both mean how much or how many (distances, times or amounts). They are 
both used in the same way. It’s up to you which one to use. 
 
 
 
 
 

1. How long did it take?  
   
 
 It took three hours.  
   
 
 It took about two months.  
   
 
2. How many minutes does it take by train?  
    
 
 It takes twenty minutes by train.  
    
 
 It takes about four and a half hours by train.  
   
 
3. How many more minutes will it take?  
    
 
 It will take fifteen minutes more.  
    
 
 It will take about five more minutes. 
    

2  
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4. How will you go to Germany?  
    
 
 I will go by airplane.  
   
 
 I will go by bicycle.  
   
  
5. How long does it take by foot?  
    
 
 It takes a half-hour by foot.  
    
 
 It takes about five hours by foot. 
    
 
6. How long does it take you to get to school by foot?  
     
    
 It takes twenty five minutes to school by foot.  
     
 
7. What did you pay the electric bill with? 
    
 
 I paid in cash.  
   
 
 
 
 
Cover up the entire English portion of the conversations below. Read the Japanese 
conversation several times until you understand it. Only then should you move the paper to 
compare your translation to the English translation. 
 
1. Polite conversation between friends on the phone 
 A     
 B    
 A     
 B     
 
 A  Hello, where are you now? 
 B  I am still in front of the school. 
 A  How much longer will it take? 
 B  It will take ten more minutes. 

2  
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2. Polite conversation between people who have met recently 
 A      
 B   
 A   
 B      
 A     
 B   
 
 A  I go to the pool five times a day. 
 B  Why? 
 A  Because it’s my job. 
 B  How long does it take from your house to the pool? 
 A  It takes about five minutes by foot. 
 B  That’s nice. 

 
3. Polite conversation between a boat captian and another person 
 A      
 B    
 A     
 B    
 
 A  How long does it take by boat to Japan? 
 B  It takes about twelve days. 
 A  Why are you going by boat? 
 B  Because I like the ocean. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Using a piece of paper, cover up the entire Japanese portion of the conversations below. 
Translate the English conversation to Japanese. Only after you have translated the entire 
conversation should you move the paper to check your work. 

 
1. Polite conversation between two friends planning on going to the shopping mall 
 A  How will we go to the shopping mall? 
 B  Let’s go by bus.  
 A  Since taxis are cheap in America, let’s go by taxi.  
 B  All right, then let’s go by taxi.  
 
 A     
 B     
 A      
 B    

2  
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2. Conversation between co-workers. Who do you think is higher up in the company? 
 A  I am going to return to Chicago tomorrow by bus. 
 B  It will take eight hours by bus. Why aren’t you going by plane?  
 A  I am scared of planes. 
 
 A     
 B       
 A    

 
3. Polite conversation between a friend who lives in Japan and one who will be  
 visiting soon  
 A  Is Japan hot now?  
 B  Yes, it is very hot. When are you coming?  
 A  I will go on the six o’clock flight. 
 B  How long will it take?  
 A  It will take twelve hours. 
  
 A      
 B      
 A      
 B     
 A     

 
4. Informal conversation between friends in line at a movie theater 
 A  Who is going to pay? 
 B  It’s okay. I will pay. 
 A  Really? You sure are kind! 
 B  I’m just kidding.  
 A  You’re not kind at all. 
  
 A    
 B    
 A    
 B    
 A    

 
5. Informal conversation between co-workers of equal status 
 A  Who paid the cost of the hotel? 
 B  Murata paid with the company credit card. 
 
 A      
 B       
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Read the sentences below. Use the information to answer the reading comprehension 
questions later in this lesson. 
 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2  
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Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson. 

 

 
 
 
 

2  



Lesson 2 – activities     43 

 
Compose sentences according to the example. 

 thirty minutes
 five hours
 an hour and half

 

 with a spoon  

 with a fork 

 with the hand   

 with a fork and a knife 

 

 twice a year 

 return to America 

 once in two years 

 often  

 

 by bus 

 by car 

 by train 

 by foot 
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 with a credit card  

 with cash 

 electric bill  

 hotel expenses  

 
Answer the following questions using the words and patterns in this lesson. 
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How often do you do the following activities? Use the pictures to make your own 
sentences. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
to go shopping 

    
I go shopping once a week. 

Ex 

  
to read a book 

  
 

1 

  
to write a letter 

  
 

2 

 
to sleep 

  
 

3 
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Make sure you learn the correct stroke order. Correct stroke order will mean neater symbols 
when writing quickly. Also, take time to learn the new words for each kanji – these will help you 
memorize the different readings. 
 

1
2

3

4

 

  
  

     
      

4 strokes day Sunday 20th day of 
the month

day off, 
holiday birthday today 

 

1
2

3
4

 

  
  

      
      

4 strokes moon this month New Years moon 
viewing Monday end of 

month 
 

1
23

4

 

  
  

      
      

4 strokes fire Tuesday fireworks a fire Mars thermal 
power 

 
1

2 3

4

 

  
  

    
      

4 strokes water Wednesday hydraulic 
power seawater Mercury light blue 

color 
 
 

  

3 
Kanji Lesson 
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1

2

3 4

 

  
  

     
      

4 strokes tree, wood Thursday grove of 
trees Jupiter lumber potted plant 

garden plant 
 

1 2

4
6 7

8
 

  
  

      
      

8 strokes gold money metal ironware Friday Venus 
 

1

3

2

 

  
  

      
      

3 strokes soil, earth land red clay territory, 
country Saturday Saturn 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
You may have noticed that some of the example words in this section were planets. The 
second kanji in these words is the kanji for star, which is  ( ). It is interesting to note 
that planet Earth doesn’t have  in it, but instead uses the kanji for “sphere.” Here is a list 
of all the planets: 

 
Mercury   water planet 
Venus   gold planet 
Earth   earth, soil sphere 
Mars   fire planet 
Jupiter   wood, tree planet 
Saturn   soil planet 
Uranus   heaven king planet 
Neptune   ocean king planet 
Pluto   dark king planet 
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 Trace the light gray symbols for practice. Pay attention to stroke order and stroke type. 
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Write the following words in the boxes four times each. This is a great way to practice the 
new kanji and review the words at the same time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th of month 
 

        

8th of month 
 

        

October
 

 
        

June
 

        

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday 
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Friday
 

Thursday

tree

water

Sunday

    

            

    

            

    

            

 
        

 
        

money
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Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.            

 

 
 

        
         

 

        
        

 

 
4.      

 

        
        

 

        
        

 

 5.      

 

        
         

6.      

 

 
 

        
        

 

        
        

 

        
        

2.      

 

 
 

        
         

 

        
         

 

        
        

 

        
        

1.                 
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brush   
safety pin   
toilet paper   
flower vase   
pots and pans   
kitchen knife   
frying pan   
cutting board   
kettle   
candle   

 
 
 
 
 

Christmas tree   
Santa Claus   
reindeer   
fireplace   
snowman   
bell  /   /  
Merry Christmas   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOCABULARY GROUPS

C  

D 
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1. be able to write and read    
2. review vocabulary group set 3 

 
  
 

1  learn how the positive and negative command verb form ( -form) is used 
 
 
 

1  This lesson is not so difficult if you know how to conjugate verbs into the -form. If you 
do not know, you should learn. Learn the song in the Cool Tools section. 

 
 
 

  evening 

  advertisement 

  wind 

  a cold 

  sofa 

  toast 

  photograph 

  day off, a break 

  T-shirt 

  fool; idiot 

  properly 

  in the morning time 

3  

3  

My Loud Mother
the forms3 

Lesson 

Level  
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  quiet adjective 

 
 
 
 
  Good. / What a relief. 
 
  literally, this means “was good.”  This is a very common phrase and can be used  
 in place of a variety of commonly used English phrases, such as “Thank God!” or “What a  
 relief” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In this lesson, the command/request verb form (also called the form) is introduced.  
There is a pattern for figuring out the form of any particular verb.  
 
Conjugating verbs into the form is based on the ending hiragana of the dictionary form 
of the verb. The form formula is only used for regular verbs, since for /  verbs 
you simply switch the last  to a .  
 
You will notice that the form formula is exactly like the form formula introduced in 
Lesson 9 of Japanese From Zero! Level 2. 
 

“ ”

  

  

 is most common  

  

  
 
Most of the time verbs ending in  change to , for example  (to write) changes to 

. One of the exceptions is  (to go), which changes to .  
 

3  

3  

3  
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 ’
This is the pattern to use when making the “don’t do it” form: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

form +  
 
 

drop the  +  

 
The verbs in the following list have been conjugated into their -forms. Cover up the 
conjugations and see if you can figure out what they should be by using the patterns 
above. 
 

’

to drink 
 

drink it 
 

don’t drink it 
 

to write 
 

write it 
 

don’t write it 
 

to talk 
 

talk 
 

don't talk 
 

to pay 
 

pay 
 

don’t pay 
 

’

to eat 
 

eat it 
 

don’t eat it 
 

to go to bed, sleep 
 

go to bed 
 

don’t go to bed 
 

to get up, wake up 
 

get up 
 

don’t get up 
 



56     YesJapan.com    

The irregular verbs  and  do not follow any pattern that you know to conjugate 
them into the  form. Just take the time and memorize the conjugations. 

’

to do 
 

do it 
 

don’t do it 
 

to come 
 

come 
 

don’t come 
 

 
When the dictionary form actually ends with an , the  changes to a  and then 

 is added to it when creating the negative  form. Here are some verbs that you may 
or may not know that end in . 

’

to buy 
 

buy it 
 

don’t buy it 
 

to say 
 

say it 
 

don’t say it 
 

 
By adding  after the forms you make things sound nice by adding please.     
The same particle and sentence structure rules of other verb forms are applied when using 
the form. Examine the sample sentences below. 
 
 

 
1.  Please eat. 
2.    Please listen to this music. 
3.   Please buy some milk. 
4.   Please buy this car. 
5.   Please come here. 

 
6.    Please don’t drink that much beer. 
7.   Please don’t gamble. 
8.  Please don’t go. 
9.   Please don’t drink anything. 
10.   Please don’t be late to work. 
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As you know, all the forms follow a similar pattern introduced in Level 2, Lesson 9 of 
Japanese From Zero!. If you have memorized the pattern, or are familiar with the forms 
(the “did do” form) you know that they all end in  or . To make the positive tense of 
the form (the “do it” form), you just change the  on the end of forms to  or the 

 to . Look at the following chart. 
 

 
to go 

 
went 

  
(please) go 

 
to come 

 
came 

  
(please) come 

 
to eat 

 
ate 

  
(please) eat it 

 
to drink 

 
drank 

  
(please) drink it 

 
 

 ’
There is also a pattern to making the negative -form (the “don't do it!” form). You simply 
just add  to the  (the informal “won't do it” form).  This should be easy since you 
already know the -form from Japanese From Zero! Book 2. 
 
 

 form +  

 
’ ’ ’

 
to go 

 
won’t go 

 
(please) don’t go 

 
to come 

 
won’t come 

 
(please) don’t come 

 
to eat 

 
won’t eat 

 
(please) don’t eat it 

 
to drink 

 
won’t drink 

 
(please) don’t drink it 

3  
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Here is the best way to remember how to conjugate the verbs into the  and forms. 
Just memorize this song. It should work to help you recall how to convert the verbs into the 

 and forms. For the forms you change  to  and  to . 
 

(sung to the melody of Silver Bells)

     
 

   
 

   are the and -forms 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A WORD OF ADVICE: You will notice that as you understand more and more Japanese, 
sometimes the literal translation of the sentence into English doesn’t make much sense. It is at 
this point that you should concentrate on translating sentences into the equivalent sentence 
rather then the literal sentence. Remember, your job when translating or interpreting is to make 
the listener understand what the point of the conversation is and not to confuse them with 
useless direct translations. 
Because the meaning of so many Japanese words change depending on the context of the 
dialogue, you must also remember to keep track of the past dialogue and try not to translate 
sentences independently of other sentences in the dialogue. In the following , pay 
attention to the whole of the conversation and not just the current sentence when translating.  

 
 1. Informal conversation between a boyfriend and girlfriend 
 A    
 B     
 A      
 B   
 
 A  Buy me a ring! 
 B  I don’t have that much money. 
 A  Yesterday, there were cheap ones in the newspaper ads. 
 B  OK. Well then, I will buy it.  

 
 
 
 

3  
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 2. Polite conversation between two roommates 
 A     
 B    
 A   
 B    
 A    
 B   
 
 A  We don’t have any more mayonnaise. 
 B   I am going to the store right now. Shall I buy some? 
 A  Good. Well, then get some please. (literally: “I request it.”) 
 B  What kind would you like? 
 A  Please buy the large size mayonnaise. (literally “a big mayonnaise”)   
 B  Okay 

 
 
 3. Polite conversation between two classmates 
 A     
 B    
 A     
 B      
 A    
 
 A  Let’s do the homework together. 
 B  Okay. Where will we do it? 
 A  Let’s do it at my house. 
 B  That sounds good. What time is good? I’m tied up (busy) in the morning. 
 A  Well then, come at two o’clock. 

 
 
 4. Polite conversation between friends 
 A:        
 B:       
 A:        
 B:       
 A:   
     
 A: Do you have time on Wednesday?     
 B: Yes, I have a little.     
 A: Okay then come to my house.     
 B: What time is good?     
 A: Come at four.  
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Using a piece of paper, cover up the entire Japanese portion of the conversations below. 
Translate the English conversation to Japanese. Only after you have translated the entire 
conversation should you move the paper to check your work. 
 
 1. Informal conversation between friends 
 A  Why aren’t you coming on Friday? 
 B  I am busy at work. Please understand! 
 
 A     
 B    

 
 
 2. Polite conversation between acquaintances on the telephone. B is higher in status.  
 A  Hello. Do you have any Japanese dictionaries? 
 B  Yes we do. Would you like to see them? 
 A  Yes. Please. I’ll be there at six o’clock. Is that all right? 
 B  Six o’clock is no good. Please come at five. 
 A  Okay. 
 B  Don’t be late. 
 
 A     
 B   
 A    
 B     
 A   
 B   

 
 
 
 3. Polite conversation with a friend who is sleeping over 
   A  How many beds do you have? 
 B  One. 
 A  Well then, I will sleep on the sofa. 
 B  I will sleep on the sofa. You sleep on the bed. 
 A  Thanks. 
 
 A     
 B    
 A     
 B       
 A   

 

3  
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 4. Polite conversation between co-workers 
 A: Do you have work the day after tomorrow?  
 B: No, I am off.    
 B: Won’t you eat at McDonald’s with me?   
 A: Okay. What time is good?     
 B: Five o'clock is good.    
 A: Okay then, please be in front of the bank at four forty.    
 B: Okay. 
     
 A:    
 B:    
 B:      
 A:      
 B:      
 A:      
 B:      
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Read the sentences below. Use the information to answer the reading comprehension 
questions later in this lesson. 
 

   
   

   quiet   
    

   
 

    
 

  
 

     
 

   
 

       
    
 

   
 

  
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3  
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Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson. 

3  
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 Compose sentences according to the example. 

 to drink
 juice
 water
 don’t

 

 to return 

 to come 

 America 

 don’t 

 

 to shop 

 to eat 

 over there 

 don’t 

 

 to read 

 to write 

 to listen to 

 don’t 
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 to buy 

 this dictionary 

 that magazine 

 don’t 
 

 
Look at the pictures below and give them some advice using  or  

. 
     
   
 
 
     
 
 
 
     
    
 
   
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
  
 
 
 
     

He is very late! 

  
 

2 

He is drinking 
too much! 

  
 

1 

He is eating 
way too much! 

  
 

3 
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Translate the following sentences using the correct form of the verb. 
 
 
1. Please ask a question in Japanese.

2. Please don’t go to that restaurant over there.

She didn’t hear 
her alarm! 

  
 

4 

He is maxing out 
his credit cards! 

  
 

6 

He is nervous 
about the first day. 

  
 

5 
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3. Please buy (me) this ring. 

 
4. Please don’t sell my car. 

5. Please come to my house at five.

6. Please don’t come to class on Wednesday. 

7. Please read this Japanese newspaper.

8. Please go to bed now (already).
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Make sure you learn the correct stroke order. Correct stroke order will mean neater symbols 
when writing quickly. Also, take time to learn the new words for each kanji – these will help you 
memorize the different readings. 
 

1

2

3

4

5 6

 

  
  

    
     

6 strokes day off, 
holiday a break to take a 

break
summer 
vacation open all year 

 
 

1

2

3  

  
  

      
      

3 strokes up, above jacket, 
overcoat to climb up first half of the 

year to go up elegant 

 
 

1
2 3

 

  
  

      
      

3 strokes down, below sewage down stream please to lower to take down 

 
 

1

2

3
4

5  

  
  

      
      

5 strokes left left turn left hand left side upper left left and 
right 

  

4 
Kanji Lesson 
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1

2
4

5
 

  
  

      
      

5 strokes right right side right hand right turn lower right right-handed 

 
 
 
 
 

 
You may have noticed that the kanji for “left” and “right” are very similar. It is hard to 
remember which one of them has the first stroke across and which one is down. Getting the 
stroke order wrong will not be accepted on the Kanji Proficiency Test (Kanji Kentei). If you 
memorize the next phrase, you shouldn’t have any more trouble remembering the stroke 
order: 

 
Hopefully this makes sense to you. The kanji for “right” starts with the stroke going down 
and the kanji for “left” starts with the horizontal line going to the right (or over). 
 
 

 
It is common for students of kanji to mistake the kanji for “right” and “left” since they are so 
similar. There is a sneaky way to remember which one is which. This trick involves using 
the katakana  (ro). Since the katakana  starts with an “R” sound, it is easy to 
remember that the kanji with the small  in it means “right.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The kanji for right has a katakana  (ro) 
in it. Use this to distinguish it from the 
kanji for left. Ro starts with R for right. 
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 Trace the light gray symbols for practice. Pay attention to stroke order and stroke type. 
 

 
 
 

 
Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji, review 
the words, and learn new words at the same time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

holiday

to rest
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up and down

to climb
 

        

 
        

upper left
 

        

left and right
 

        

 
        

 
        

 
        

 
        

up, top

down, bottom 

left

right

please
 

      

bottom right
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Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

1.                    

 
 

 

 
 

 

2.         

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 3.                          

 

 
 

 
 

 

4.                    

 

 
 

 
 

 

5.               

 

 
 

 

7.                         
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

6.                            
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Use these sheets as extra writing practice for the kanji you have learned up to this point.  
Recently you have learned:  
 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

WRITING PRACTICE
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grave   
bat    
devil   
skeleton   
ghost   
blood   

 
 
 
 
 

wedding ring   
bouquet   
wedding cake   
wedding dress   
divorce   
lawyer   
heart   
wine   
red wine   
rose wine   
white wine   
champagne   

VOCABULARY GROUPS

E 

F 
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1. be able to write and read    
2. review vocabulary groups set 4 

 
 
 

1. learn how to express your opinion and relay what someone else has said.   
 
 

 
 
 

  how, what 
  (common Japanese last name) 

  concert 
  a fan 

  song 
  (concert) hall 
  both (items or objects) 

  a lot, many, much 
  all 

  anything, nothing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   to think regular 

   to say, speak, tell regular 

   to wait regular 

 

4  

4  

4  

The Concert
expressing opinion4 

Lesson 

Level  
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 uses a particle that we have not discussed: . This  is totally unrelated to the 

“and” and the “with” meanings of . We will call it the thought-, opinion-, quotation-marker, 
for lack of a better name. Anything that is thought or said is marked with . The  must 
come after the thought.   
 

   
 

 
 
In sentences using , the phrase that makes up the thought must be in informal form.  
Even  should be conjugated to . Look at the following examples to see how this verb 
is used:   
  

 
1.    I think tomorrow is Friday.    
2.      What do you think today's work is? 
3.   I didn't think it was you. (informal) 

 
 

 is used exactly as  is used. Any phrase being quoted is followed by the  
particle, and normally the phrase being quoted is stated in the informal form.   
 

   
 

 
Remember that even  is converted to it's informal form . If it was  it could 
convert to .   

     
 

1       
He said that he likes Kumiko.   
 

2       
(She) said she was going to Tokyo next month.  
 

3       
(They) said that there were three dogs in the park.  

4  
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The thing or person you are waiting for is marked with the object marker . The place you 
are waiting at is marked with the event location marker .   
 

   
 

 
 

1.    
Let's wait for Kanae.   
 

2.       
I waited for three hours in front of the school. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Japanese quotation marks look like this  and are used in the same way as English 
quotation marks. They are generally only used when you are quoting someone’s words, 
and are not usually used for ideas. 
 
 

 “ ”
When you are including a thought, idea, or quote in a sentence, it must be following with 
the particle . The particle , from now on referred to as the thought-marker, opinion 
marker, or quotation-marker, is often used with the verbs  (to think),  (to say), 
and  (to hear). 

 
 

 
When using something   , anything can be inside the quotation marks.  

 
 

4  
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The sentence that is being quoted sounds more natural if the verb in it is changed to its 
informal version. For example, should be changed to , and  should 
be changed to . 

 
 

1.     
 Hans said he was going to return to Germany. 

   
2.       

  Marika said she drank a lot of beer yesterday. 
 

3.         
 My father said, “Do not go to America.” 
 

4.     
  What did you say? 

 
 
 

 
When using something  , all verbs in the quotations should also be used in 
their informal versions. In the following examples we are assuming that the speakers are 
referring to themselves. Quotation marks may or may not be used in sentences that are 
expressing thoughts, opinions, or quotations. 
 
 

thought / opinion  +   
[someone] thinks "thought/opinion" 

 
 
 

 
1.     

I think Tom and Jenny will divorce. 
 

2.    
I think I will eat pizza. 
 

3.    
I think I will buy an airplane. 
 

4.      
Since I have no money, I think I will sell my wedding ring.   
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When saying something   , all verbs in the quotations should be used in their 
informal versions. In the following examples we are assuming that the speakers are 
referring to themselves. Again, quotation marks may or may not be used in sentences that 
are expressing the thoughts, opinions, and quotations. 
 
 

thing that was heard  +   
[someone] heard "thing that was heard" 

 
 

You can use the particle  or  to mean “from” in sentences like “I heard from…” 
 
1.      
  I heard there was work from seven tonight. 
 
2.      
  I heard from my boss that there is no work today. 
 
3.      
  I heard from Kobayashi that Jeff and Sayoko are going to get married. 

 
 
 

 
When the sentence being quoted ends in , don't forget to change  to the informal

. Similiarly, if the sentence ends in , it should be changed to the informal . 
 
 

 
1.     
 I think it's a nice car. 
 
2.      
 Tanaka said that he dislikes sushi. 
 
3.      
 I heard that yesterday was your birthday.  
 
4.     
 I think our teacher is 35 years old.  
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In sentences where an adjective exists,  is removed from the sentence. 

1.    I think it is good. 
2.    I thinks this tastes good. 
3.    I think Mr. Tanaka is kind. 
4.    Mr. Tada said it is hot.  
5.     I heard London was cold yesterday. 
6.        I heard that wine doesn’t taste good. 
   

 
 

 
 is always used with negative verbs or adjectives. In the following examples we are 

assuming that the speakers are referring to themselves: 
 
 

 
1.   I won't buy anything. 
2.   I don't understand anything. 
3.   I didn't sell anything. 
4.   There isn't anything. / It's nothing. 
5.   Don't say anything please. 
6.   Don't drink anything please. 
7.   Nothing is new. 
8.   Nothing is good. 

 
 
 

 
 means “how” or “what,” depending on the context. It is also very commonly used when 

asking someone's opinion. 
  

9.    What do you think? 
10.   What will you do tomorrow? 
11.    How is work? 
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Initially you learned that Japanese doesn’t have any plurals. That is mostly true.  
But there are plurals that are made using  after certain words. is normally used 
with people and is only used with non-living things when they’re being given human 
characteristics like   (stars smiled). The most common plurals: 

 
 

  us, we 
   you (guys) 
   students 
   teachers 
 
 

 
When  comes after a name, as in , it means that  is part of a 
group and he is being used to describe that group or is a representative of that group. 
 

 
 
 
 
Using a piece of paper cover up the entire English portion of the conversations below. Read 
the entire Japanese conversation several times until you understand it. Only then should you   
move the paper to reveal the English and check your translation. 
 
1. Polite conversation between friends 
  A    
  B   
  A   
  B    
 
  A  How much is this? 
  B  It’s ¥1200. 
  A  It is expensive. 
  B  No, I think it is cheap. 
 
 
2. Polite conversation between friends at a car lot 
 A     
 B     
 A     
 
 A  What do you think of this car? 
 B  I think the color is good. 
 A  I don’t like it very much. 

4  
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3. Polite conversation between friends 
 A    
 B     
 A    
 B  … 
 
 A  What did you say just now? 
 B  I said I dislike you. 
 A  What!?  
 B  No, nothing… 

 
 
4. Polite conversation between classmates 
 A     
 B      
 A    
 B   
 
 A  What did the teacher say yesterday? 
 B  (He) said there is a test from eight o’clock. 
 A  I hate tests. 
 B  Me too. 

 
 
 
 
 
Using a piece of paper, cover up the entire Japanese portion of the conversations below. 
Translate the English conversation to Japanese. Only after you have translated the entire 
conversation should you move the paper to check your work. 
 
1. Polite conversation with a friend who may or may not be hard of hearing  
 A  You’re a fool. 
 B  What did you say? 
 A  I said I am hungry. 
 B  I thought that you said I was a fool.   
 A  I didn't say that! 
 
 A   
 B    
 A     
 B      
 A   

 
 

4  
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2. Polite conversation between friends 
 A  Please wait here.  
 B  About how long will I wait? 
 A  Please wait about three minutes. 
 B  Okay, I understand. 
  
 A     
 B     
 A   
 B    

 
 
3. Polite conversation between friends 
 A  Which one do you think is good? 
 B  I think this one is good. What about you? 
 A  I like both of them. 
 
 A     
 B       
 A     
 
 

 
 
 
Read the sentences below. Use the information to answer the reading comprehension 
questions later in this lesson. 

     
    

 CD    
        

   
      
   
      
      
      
      

 
 

4  



84     YesJapan.com    

 
 

 
Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson. 

 
(see note above)

4  
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Compose sentences according to the example. 
 

 don’t drink beer
 please eat breakfast
 please return to Japan
 don’t go to the concert

 

 sell my computer   
  

 read this book   
  

 sleep until noon   
  

 won’t watch a movie  

 won’t go to school   
   

 

 will go to China   
 

 drank a lot of beer 
 

 bought a new car   
 

 shops at that store   
 

 wrote a book   
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 won’t buy anything   
 

 won’t eat anything   
 

 didn’t do anything   
 

 didn’t read anything    
 

 didn’t hear anything
 
 

 
Fill in the blanks and translate the resulting sentences into Japanese. 
 

 I think I will study tonight. I think I won’t study tonight. 

 
1. I think my Japanese class is   
  

Translation: 
 
2. I think is beautiful.

Translation: 

3.  I think  doesn’t taste good. 

Translation: 

4. I think I will this Saturday

Translation: 

5. I think I won’t this Sunday

Translation: 
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6. I think my mom likes

Translation: 

7. I heard dislikes fish

Translation: 
 
8. I heard there are lots of in Japan

Translation: 
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George Trombley Jr.  
 

This is the magic question, and normally the first question that I am asked by a new student. Of 
course it is impossible to answer this question with an exact date, since all students are 
different in terms of study habits and access to Japanese influences. 
 
The answer to this question lies in the definition of fluency. I easily qualify as fluent. I can 
understand just about any Japanese thrown my way and even earn a very nice living as an 
interpreter. But since when was I fluent? The honest answer is that I don't remember. I 
remember not being able to speak Japanese but I cannot recall the magical day when I 
qualified as fluent – which leads us to the answer to this question. 
 
Fluency is not something that you can earn like a black belt in karate. You won't all of a sudden 
be given a certificate that says, "Congratulations! You are now fluent." Instead, fluency is built 
little by little, just as a hill is slowly pushed upwards until it grows into a mountain. After some 
point the hill is no longer referred to as a hill. But after a while, no matter how tall it gets, it is 
always a mountain. You can be partially fluent in Japanese from the first day of study. If you 
hear the Japanese word "neko" and, without flinching, know that it means "cat," you are fluent 
with that word. The more words you know, the more fluent you become. 
 
In Japanese they have a saying: Chiri mo tsumoreba yama to naru – even specks of dust 
become a mountain. I like this saying so much that it is on the cover of our first level book. 
Every time you learn a new word or grammar point you add to your fluency hill. Before you 
know it your mountain will be huge. It all depends on how much dust you add. 
 

No book or website exists that will single-handedly give you total fluency. There isn't even a 
teacher on the entire planet than can achieve this feat. You need to study, speak, and interact 
with the Japanese language as much as possible. 
 
For me, Japanese music, comic books and TV were major influences on my ability. I had every 
Asaka Yui album! You might not know who she is... She is not really around anymore, but 
without her, I would be flipping hamburgers for a living. If you have access to Japanese videos, 
start watching them. If there is a Japanese music group that you like, start taking apart the 
lyrics of the songs and learn what the song means. Keep on adding to your mountain. 
Studying alone will not make you fluent. You need to use your Japanese. Use it or lose it! If you 
live in a fairly large town you might find that there is a local Japanese Friendship club where 
Japanese people get together. If there is a major college in your town you can bet that there are 
Japanese exchange students enrolled. 
 
Learning Japanese is a major project. Put all your efforts into it and I promise you that you too 
will become fluent.  

COMMENTARY  
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Make sure you learn the correct stroke order. Correct stroke order will mean neater symbols 
when writing quickly. Also, take time to learn the new words for each kanji, as these will help 
you to memorize the different readings. 
 

1

2

3

 

  
  
     

      

3 strokes big college enlargement main street terrible, 
disasterous 

a large 
quantity 

 

1
2

3

4

 

  
  

     
     

4 strokes inside, in the middle, 
the center 

junior high 
school on the way on duty 

 
1

2 3

 

  
  
     

      

3 strokes small elementary 
school

brook, 
stream small cat a novel big and 

small 
 

1
2

3

4

 

  
  

     
      

4 strokes round 100 yen high value of 
the yen

round, round 
shape ellipse half circle 

 
 
 

  

5 
Kanji Lesson 
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1
2

 

  
  

    
      

2 strokes person, 
people human Japanese 

person an adult lover space alien 

 

1
2

3
4
5

 

  
  

      
      

5 strokes eye purpose to stand out before one’s 
eyes a goal right eye 

 
 
 
 

 
There is a really cool combination of kanji to make up the phrase “love at first sight”.  
The word is . 
 

 
 
 
 
 
This is so straightforward. The first kanji is for one and the second for eye, and that makes 
sense logically. The last portion of the word is from the verb , which means 
“to fall in love,” or “to be charmed”. 
 
Continuing on the same idea, if you combine the kanji which means “self” and  

 then you end up with the word  , which means, “to be 
conceited,” or literally “self love.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The more kanji you learn, the more you will realize how much kanji is tied to your overall 
fluency level.  Here is a cool thing done with the  kanji.   
Look at how the meaning of the following words are changed when  is added to them. 

  

 ( ) 
“love at first sight”

( ) 
“to be conceited”
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study 

 
studying 

 
work 

 
working 

 

1.  I am studying. 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 Trace the light gray symbols for practice. Pay attention to stroke order and stroke type. 
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Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji and 
review the words at the same time. 

inside
 

        

eye
 

        

person
 

        

1000 yen

100 yen
 

        

 
        

right eye
 

        

college
 

      

      

big
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small
 

      

      

left eye
 

        

Japanese person

    

            

50 yen
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Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 2.                     

 

 
 

 
3.                  

 

 
 

 
4.                   

 

 
 

 
6.                            

 

 
 

 
7.                

 

 
5.               

 

 
 

 
 1.                
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Use these sheets as extra writing practice for the kanji you have learned up to this point.  
Recently you have learned:  
 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 
 

WRITING PRACTICE
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parking lot   
taxi stand   
elevator   
escalator   
bus stop   
library   
railroad crossing   
sidewalk   

 
 
 
 
 
 

calculator   
tape (cellophane)   
two-sided tape   
stapler   
file cabinet     
paper clip   
folder   
ballpoint pen   
ink   
correction fluid   
hole puncher   
pencil sharpener   
appointment book   
laptop computer   
safe (to secure valuables)   
piggy bank   
tip (for services)   

 
 

VOCABULARY GROUPS

G 

H 
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1. be able to write and read  
2. review vocabulary group set 5 

 
 
 

1. learn to use the particle  to mean “or”   
2. learn verb + -ing form of the verbs   
3.  learn to compare items 

 
 
 

1. The form learned in this lesson is very important and powerful. Make sure you 
remember how it is used.  

 
 
 

 
 

  where, which and who (polite) 
  voice 

  animal cry, chirp, roar 
  everybody 

  children  
  picnic 

  Disneyland 
  public bath (artificially heated) 
  hot spring (natural heat source) 

  thing(s) 
  after all, in the end 

  housework 
  cleaning 

5 
Lesson 

Level  

5  

5  

Family Vacation
which is better?
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  laundry 

  Chinese cooking (food) 
  women’s bath 

  men’s bath 
  men’s and women’s bath 

  
 
 
 
 

   to answer /  

 
 
 
 
 

  terrible adjective 
  bright adjective 

  dark adjective 
 
 
 
 
 

   
The  particle is used to mark the answering phrase in the same way that it is used with 

 and . The answering phrase sounds better if it is changed to its informal form. 
The thing being answered is marked with , and of course the person to whom you are 
answering is also marked with .   
 

   
[phrase]   

to answer with [phrase] 
 
 

[thing]   

to answer [thing] 

5  

5  

5  
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1.        
 How did you answer the teacher's question?   
 
2.      
 Please answer all the questions.  
  
3.        
 I answered that I coudn't do it by tomorrow. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The form is the verb + -ing form in English. It is used when an action is currently 
taking place or is ongoing. The  form of a verb is made by adding  after the 
positive -form of the verb. 
 

[positive -form verb] +  
I am [verb]-ing. 

 
 

   
 1.   I am eating sushi. 
 2.   I am watching TV. 
 3.   I am drinking beer. 

 
 

The  form describes actions that are occurring at the moment. Accordingly, 
if the  is changed to , then the action was not occurring 
 
 1.   I am not eating sushi. 
 2.   I am not going to school. 
 3.   I am not watching TV. 
 
If the  is changed to , then obviously the action taken was occurring 
in the past. 
 
 1.   I was eating sushi. 
 2.   I was watching TV. 
 3.   I was drinking beer. 

 

5  
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By now I am sure that you see the pattern. You can say that the action was not occurring in 
the past by changing the  to   

 
 1.   I wasn’t eating sushi. 
 2.   I wasn’t watching TV. 
 3.   I wasn’t drinking beer. 

 
 
In spoken Japanese, people often drop the  sound in the  verb form. Typically 
this shouldn’t be done when writing, but when speaking it sounds more relaxed and casual. 
In some of the future example conversations, you may notice that instead of writing 

, for example, we will use . This is to make the conversation sound more 
natural when you read it aloud. 
 

 
 

1.    
  I am studying now.  
 
2.       
  I was watching a movie last night. 

 
 
 

 
 The following sentence structure is used to say that one item is better, newer, older, bigger, 

more liked, etc., than another item. Depending on the context,  can mean “than, more 
than, or instead of.”  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
1.     

The forest is bigger than the woods.  
 
2.     

That room over there is brighter than this room. 
 

3.        
Friday’s weather was better than Saturday’s weather. 

 
4.      

Chinese food tastes better than Italian food. 
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5.      

Tomorrow is better than today.  
  
 

 
 can also be used alone.  means more than, instead of, than, or rather than. 

 
 

1.     
  Rather than Los Angeles, let’s go to Seattle. 
 
2.     
  I like strawberries, more than apples. 

 
 
 

 
 It is also possible to use  by itself. 
 

 
1.    
  Tomorrow is better. 
 

2.    
  TV is more interesting. 

 
 
 

 “ ”
 is used between words in a list to say “or.” It is optional to have  after the last item. 

 
 

 
1.      
  Please write it with a pencil or a pen. 
 

2.      
  I drink milk or orange juice every morning. 
 

3.        
  Which one do you think is good, the red car or the black car? 
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1. Informal conversation between a man who cheated and his upset girlfriend 
A      
B     
A  ! 

 
A  Me or Yoshie, which (who) is better? 
B  Sorry, Yoshie is better (than you). 
A  You're a terrible person! 

 
2. Polite conversation between co-workers 

A      

B     
A       
B   

 
A  What would be good for lunch? 
B  Italian or Chinese is good. 
A  I ate Chinese yesterday, so Italian is better. 
B  Okay, let's do (that). 

 
3. Polite conversation between friends 

A       
B       
A     
 
A  Won't you see a movie with me next Sunday? 
B  Instead of a movie, let's have a picnic in the park. 
A  Okay that's good. Let’s do it that way. 

 
4. Mixed conversation; A is higher in status than B 

A     
B     
A   ? 
B      
  
A  What are you doing now? 
B  I am listening to a bird's chirp. 
A  Where is the bird? 
B  It's on top of that house.   

 
 

5  
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1. Polite conversation between friends 

A  Let's listen to a CD. 
  B  Which do you like, Japanese music or American music? 

A  Japanese music is better. 
   
A  CD   
B      
A    

  
 
2. Polite conversation between co-workers 

A  My wife hasn’t been here since yesterday. 
B  Aren't you sad by yourself?  
A  I am very lonely. 
 
A     

B    
A   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5  
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Read the sentences below. Use the information to answer the reading comprehension 
questions later in this lesson. 
 

        
        
     
      
      
          

      
     
      
    
     
     
      

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5  
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Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson.  

5  
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Describe the pictures below using the  form. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

1 

writing a letter 

 

3 

eating pizza 

  

2 

reading a book 

  

4 

(drinking) soup 

 

5 

waiting for customer 
  

6 

buying a book 
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Make sentences using the pictures below.  
Use the sentence pattern [item 1]  [item 2]  [adjective]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 1.   
 
 
 2.   
 
 
 3.   
 
 
 4.   

 
Compose sentences according to the example.  

  want to do
  do not want to do
  please do
  please don’t do
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 studying Japanese

 listening to music

 drinking wine

 not drinking wine 

 

 writing a letter

 traveling

 calling

 not calling

 

 like sushi more than sashimi

 like ice cream more than chocolate

 like doing laundry more than cleaning

 like water more than juice 
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Answer the following questions using the words and patterns in this lesson. 
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Make sure you learn the correct stroke order. Correct stroke order will mean neater symbols 
when writing quickly. Also, take time to learn the new words for each kanji – these will help you 
to memorize the different readings. 
 

   
  
      

      

6 strokes ear-ringing ear bread crust ear, nose 
doctor 

whisper into 
another’s ear ear infection 

 

1
2

3
 

  
  

      
      

3 strokes mouth foul breath population exit tone of voice entrance 

 
1

2
3

 

  
  

      
      

4 strokes hand handshake a letter bridle rein, 
hand ropes

unarmed, 
bare hands Karate 

 

1
2

3
56

7
 

  
  

      
      

7 strokes leg, foot ankle excursion footsteps to have 
enough 

three pairs 
(shoes, socks) 

 
 
 

1
2

5

6

  

6 
Kanji Lesson 
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1

2

 

  
  

     
      

2 strokes power, 
energy, force

electric 
power rickshaw horse 

power physical work reserve 
strength  

 
 
 
 
 

 
You already know that kanji are often based on picture 
representations of their meanings. The kanji for number 1, number 2, 
and number 3 are perfect examples of how kanji was created with 
deep thought: , ,  are pretty easy concepts. If I told you that 
there is a kanji prominent on everyone’s body you might not believe 
me – but if you look at the palm of your right hand, you will notice a 
rough version of the kanji for “hand.” Of course it isn’t going to be a 
perfect copy of the kanji, but you can see where it can from.   
 
 

 
In Japanese  ( ) means foot, feet, leg and legs, which can cause some confusion if 
your feet hurt.    afterall can mean “my feet hurt” or “my leg hurts”.  
Luckily there is a way to distinguish your feet from your legs.  You can use  for 
“feet” and “foot”.   literally means, “bottom of my foot”. 
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Trace the light gray symbols for practice. Pay attention to stroke order and stroke type. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji, review 
vocabulary, and learn new words at the same time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

rick-shaw
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ear

mouth 

right hand

population
 

        

 
        

 
        

 
        

hand

foot, leg

letter
 

      

      

ankle
 

      

      

 
        

power
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 Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

 

 
7.          

 

        
        

 
 

 

        
        

 

        
        

 

        
         

 

        
      

karate
 

      

      

left foot, leg
 

        

 

 
 

        
3.         

 

        
        

 
 

 

        
         4.   

 

        
        

 

 
 

        
        5.   

 
 

 

        
        1.   

 

        
        

 

 
 

        
        2.      

 

        
        

 

 
6.           
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Use these sheets as extra writing practice for the kanji you have learned up to this point.  
Recently you have learned:  
 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 
 

WRITING PRACTICE
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handicap   
a cold   
headache   
injury   
thermometer (for body)   
x-ray   
surgery   
shot   
cough   
tears   
bandage, dressing   
balloon   
dentures (false teeth)   
hives, rash   
vitamins   
wheelchair   

VOCABULARY GROUPS

I 
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1. be able to write and read  
2. review vocabulary group set 6 

 
 

1. learn many verbs and how to say the grades of schooling in Japanese   
2. learn how to say more than one -adjective in a row   
3. learn how to turn -adjectives into object attributes 

1. You should start to notice the benefit of knowing kanji. Look for the kanji in this lesson. 
There is no grammar in this lesson so take this time to gather your thoughts. 

 
 
 
 

  what year of school? 
what grade? 

  elementary school 

  junior high school 

  high school 

  college, university 

  elementary school student 

  junior high student 

  high school student 

6  

6  

Old Friends
Japanese school and 6 

Lesson 

Level  
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  college student 

  summer break  

  spring break  

  winter break  

  pet shop 

  various 

  one’s own husband, 
another’s husband 

  a foreigner 

  single, unmarried 

  private  

  municipal (public) 

 
 
 
 
 

   
This is one of those coincidental things that will most likely confuse students of Japanese 
and probably confuses the average Japanese person:  is a homonym (same sound 
different meaning) for either “private” or “public,” depending on which kanji are used. 
 
What makes this complicated is the way schools are named. It is possible to have the same 
school name and the only difference being the kanji. 
 

      Tokyo Municipal Junior High School 
      Tokyo Private Junior High School 

 
 
 
 

  heavy -adjective 
  light  -adjective 

 
 
 

6  

6  
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The division of Japanese school grades might be slightly different from what you’re familiar 
with. Consider the following chart. While American school systems may vary depending on 
state or school, the Japanese school system is unified throughout Japan. 
 

elementary school 6 years 6 years 

junior high school 3 years 2 years 

high school 3 years 4 years 
 
In America we have labeled the grades from 1st grade to 12th grade. Japan uses the following 
labels for their grades. 
 

 1st      

 2nd      

 3rd      

 4th   ( )   

 5th      

 6th      

 7th      

 8th      

 9th      

 10th    

 11th    

 12th    

You can say “first year elementary school student” by adding student after the grade.  
This of course can be done for each grade year. 

6 
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   to meet regular 
   to play regular 

   to live (in a place) regular 

   to be wrong 
to be different regular 

( )   ( )  to stay at someone's house verb 
( )   ( )  to work part-time verb 

 
 
 
 
 

 
When meeting someone, the person being met with is marked by the particle . If you are 
meeting with a person to discuss something, then  should be used instead of . 
 

[person]   
to meet [person] 

 
 

[person]   
to meet with [person] 

 
 

1.   With whom will you meet?  
2.   I will meet with a friend.  
3.     Yesterday I met a friend’s mother. 
4.   Let’s meet on the twentieth. 
 
 

 
is not used for playing sports – that is covered by .    

   
[person/thing]   

to play with [person/thing] 
 

 
1.     The children are playing outside.   
2.     I will play with Sachiko tomorrow. 

6 

6  
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When saying that you live somewhere, the location particle  is used.  is not used.  
Also, the  form is used when saying that you are currently living somewhere. 
 

[place]   
to live in [place] 

 
 

1.   I am living in Las Vegas. 
2.   I was living in Japan.  
3.   Where do you live?  

 
 

When saying that something is different, one uses the marker  to mark the object that is 
being compared. This might take some time to get used to. Look at the two patterns below.  
Notice how just changing the order of particles changes the nuance of the sentence. 
 
 

[item 1]  [item 2]   
[item 1] is different than [item 2] 

 
 

[item 1]  [item 2]   
[item 1] and [item 2] are different 

 
1.    

 Japan and America are different. 
 

2.      
 Today’s weather is different from yesterdays. 
  

3.    
 Today’s sushi is different, isn’t it? 

 
 
In Japanese this verb means that a foreigner is staying in a Japanese person’s home 
during a visit to Japan. It can also mean that a Japanese person is staying in a foreigner’s 
home in another country. It is not considered a home stay if the host and the guest are of 
the same nationality. The location marker  is used. 

 
[place]   

 to home stay at [place] 
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1.    

I stayed with my host family in Japan. 
 
2.      

I am going to home stay at Osaka from spring of next year.  
 

 
 

There is nothing tricky about this verb phrase. Have a look at the example sentence, and it 
should be pretty clear.  
 

 
1.     

I have been working (part time) at McDonald's since two months ago. 
 

2.   
I was working part time in the neighborhood two years ago. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For lack of a better word I have chosen the word “attribute” – a property of an object, such 
as height, length, weight, etc. Attributes can be made out of most of the -adjectives by 
dropping the  and adding .   
 
Once you have created the attribute you can use it just as you would use any noun in a 
sentence to say things like, “The length is two feet.”  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 width  heat
  height   coldness 

   
 

1.    
This building is high. 
 
2.    
It is cold today, isn’t it? 

( adjective) minus  +  

6 
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In English, if we want to say “little, white car,” we just simply string the adjectives in a row 
and it works. In Japanese, the adjectives must be changed into what we will call the 
form. The  is dropped and  is added. Every adjective in the row must be in the  
form except for the very last one, which should be normal  
 
 
 

( adjective) minus  +  
 
 
 

 
1.    
  I want a light, cute cell phone. 
 

2.   
  The Japanese language is interesting and difficult. 
 
3.  
  Let’s buy a new, reasonable refridgerator. 

 
 
 

 
In the previous lesson you learned that the  form is used to describe an ongoing 
event. It is also used to describe a “state of being.” This is usually the result of an action, 
and you are left with whatever state you are in. Have a look at the examples: 
 
 

 
1.     

   I will get married. I am married. 
 

2.      
 I will live in Japan. I live in Japan. 
 
3.    
 I got hungry. I am hungry. 
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Using a piece of paper cover up the entire English portion of the conversations below. Read 
the Japanese conversation several times until you understand it. Only then should you move 
the paper to compare your comprehension to the English translation. 
 
1. Polite conversation between acquaintances 

A      
B     
A        
B      
  
A  Where did you live last year?  
B  I was in San Francisco. 
A  That sure is far away. How long does it take to get there from here by car? 
B  It’s not that far. It takes about two hours by car. 

 
 
2. Polite conversation between two people working in the same company 

A   
B   
A      
B    
 
A  Are you single? 
B  No, I am married. 
A  What!? Really? When did you get married? 
B  Five years ago in March. 

 
 
4. Informal conversation between friends 

A     
B     
A     
B     
 
A  What grade is your younger sister in? 

 B  She is in the seventh grade (first year of junior high). I am in the eleventh grade 
(second year of high school). 

A  Are you studying English in school? 
B  Yes, I even have a foreign friend. 

 
 
 
 

6 
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3. Informal conversation between friends 
A    
B      
A     
B    
 
A  Where are you working part-time? 
B  At the pet shop next to the junior high school. 
A  You must like animals. 
B  I don't like them. I do it because the money is good. 
 

 
 
 
 
Using a piece of paper, cover up the entire Japanese portion of the conversations below. 
Translate the English conversation to Japanese. Only after you have translated the entire 
conversation should you move the paper to check your work. 
 
1. Informal conversation between friends 

A  What are you doing? 
B  I’m not doing anything. 
A  You are lying!  
B  I was looking at your Yumi's  second grade pictures.  
A  Don't look! 
  
A   ?  
B     
A  !  

B       
A  !  

 
 
2. Polite conversation between two classmates 

A  Won't you go to school with me tomorrow? 
B  Okay. At what time shall we meet?  
A  Let's meet at six o'clock in front of your house.  
B  Is it all right? Thank you. 
 
A       
B     
A        
B    

 
 

6 
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3. Polite conversation between a man (A) and a woman (B) 
A  I think you’re cute. Please marry me. 
B  No (I can't). 
A  Please! 
B  I can't because I am already married. 
 
A     
B    
A  !  
B    

 
4. Polite conversation between two people who bumped into each other on the street 

A  Excuse me. Didn't we meet in high school? 
B  Which high school is it? 
A  Las Vegas High. 
B  I think you are mistaken. 
 
A     
B    
A    
B    

   
  
 
 
 
Read the sentences below. Use the information to answer the reading comprehension 
questions later in this lesson.  
 

     
     
      
     
     
       
       
   
     
     
     

       
      
    

6 
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Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension from the previous page.  
 

     

6  
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Compose sentences according to the example. 

America
England

 Australia
Where?

1. 

 boyfriend/girlfriend 

 yesterday  
  
   tomorrow  
   
   this Sunday  
 
   who?  
 

2. 

 6th grade  
   
   8th grade  
   
   10th grade  
   
   1st grade  
   
   what grade?  

3. 

 spring break  
   
   winter break  
   
   in Tokyo  
   
   in Osaka  
   
   when?   
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Fill in the blanks with appropriate particles. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Write the opposite words to the following adjectives like the following example.   
 

 (   big  )                    (   small   ) 
 
 
1.  (      )           (          ) 
 
2.  (  )           (          ) 
 
3. (  )         (          ) 
 
4.  (  )           (          ) 
 
5.  (  )           (          ) 
 
6.  (  )           (          ) 

 
7. (  )         (          ) 
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Describe the pictures below.   
 

 
  

 

  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
  
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
    

 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 expensive and light cell phone 

1 

     
 white and small cat 

2 

     
 cute and heavy piggy bank 

3 

     
 cheap and blue calculator 

4 

     
 painful and scary shot 

5 
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Originally Posted on YesJapan.com 
By George Trombley, Jr. 
 
Over the years I have often pondered why some people end up being fluent in Japanese and 
others just never get it. I have decided that it all boils down to guts and persistence. In the past 
when a new class began I would form private opinions about who was going to do well and 
who was going to end up quitting the class. In time I realized that first classes don't give me 
enough data to say whether one student will fail and another will succeed. It doesn't matter that 
one student understands the first lessons four times faster than another student. What matters 
is the student’s ambition and guts. 
 
The best students are those who make the most mistakes. Students who don't make mistakes 
aren't trying hard enough! If you aren't making mistakes, then you aren't using your Japanese 
enough. It is almost always the students who make the most mistakes that stay with the class 
and eventually even get jobs in Japan or with Japanese companies. You don't need to be 
fluent to earn money or benefit from your Japanese skill. Here are a few examples of students 
that are definitely going to make it to the fluency level: 

PAWEL – When Pawel first came to my class he had just started taking classes in college. I 
didn't have any clue that he would succeed because he was so shy and his face would turn 
red when you talked to him. But after a few weeks I saw that he was going to become 
fluent. He won't admit it, but he is now very good and can say the most complicated 
sentences. His secret is that whenever he has the chance he tries new Japanese phrases. In 
class he might be considered annoying with the type of crazy questions he asks.  In fact, 
sometimes I have no clue what he is trying to say. But he never gives up. Even while I was 
writing this article he was using online chat to ask me questions about something Japanese. I 
wish all of my students had the perseverance of Pawel.

JOHN – John has been learning Japanese in my live classes for about two years. He is 
currently taking Level 3 for the second time. The impressive thing about John is that he works 
two jobs totaling sixteen hours a day! Yet he has only missed two classes in two years. Even 
the week that he got divorced he made the class! HE WILL BE FLUENT!

MICHELLE – Michelle just completed Level 1 in our live classes for the first time. She has 
restarted Level 1 four times! Each time she gets better and better. I often joke that she has 
paid more money to us than any other student, and that without her the company would go out 
of business. I am sure she will be fluent. 
 
MARK – Mark won a free month of classes at YesJapan over the radio and eventually stayed 
until Level 4. He always did his homework and was constantly renting Japanese videos at the 
Japanese video store, cramming Japanese into his head. On a visit to Japan he got a job offer 
from an English school to help teach English. He has been living in Japan for over a year and 
a half now. How cool is that!? 
 

COMMENTARY ’
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MIKE – Mike would go to the shopping mall here in Las Vegas and walk up to any Japanese 
person he saw and strike up a conversation. He did that on the weekends and even got pen 
pals out of it. Such guts made him the top student in the class.   

There are many more exemplary students, and they all have one thing in common: GUTS.

To wrap up: don't be scared. Get out there and speak Japanese. Learning Japanese is a huge 
project and shouldn't be taken lightly. Many times you will be wrong, and many times you will 
be embarrassed, but the more embarrassed you are and the more mistakes you make, the 
closer you will be to fluency. 
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Make sure you learn the correct stroke order. Correct stroke order will mean neater symbols 
when writing fast. Also take time to learn the new words for each kanji, as this will help you 
memorize the various readings. 
 

1

2
3 4

5  

  
  

      
      

5 strokes to stand position independence private 
(i.e. school)

the beginning  
of autumn to be of use 

 

1
2

 

  
  

      
      

7 strokes boy, man male first born 
son

second born 
son

boy and 
girl a boy 

 
1

2

3

 

  
  

    
      

3 strokes girl, woman woman’s mind speakers 
wife female goddess first born 

daughter 
 

1

2
3

 

  
  

      
      

3 strokes child child, 
children

parent and 
child

adopted 
child puppy folding 

Japanese fan 
 
 

  

7 
Kanji Lesson 
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1
3

4

5  

  
  

      
      

5 strokes raw pupil, 
student teacher to grow to live to be born 

 
 
 
 
 

 
In the next lesson a tough Japanese tongue twister is introduced. But before that, here is 
one that you can warm up with. It uses the kanji ( ), and it goes like this: 
 

 
 

 
The translation is simple: “Raw wheat, raw rice, raw eggs.” I never found this hard to say, 
but it seems to trouble Japanese people. Try saying it fast five times in a row! 
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Trace the light gray symbols for practice. Pay attention to stroke order and stroke type. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji, review 
thewords, and learn new words at the same time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

boy, man
 

        

girl, woman
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to stand

        

girl
 

      

      

man
 

      

      

puppy
 

      

      

child, children
 

      

      

teacher
 

      

      



Lesson 7 – kanji activities     137 

 

 
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

1st year student
 

    

            

elementary student
 

    

            

junior high student
 

    

            

college student
 

    

            

 

 
 

 
2.       

 

 

 
 

 

 
 1.         
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 6.         

 

 
 

 

 

 
 4.          

 

 
 

 

 

 
5.              

 

   
 

  
 

  
 

  

 

 
 

 
 7.           

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
3.                       
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Use these sheets as extra writing practice for the kanji you have learned up to this point.  
Recently you have learned:  
 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 
 

WRITING PRACTICE
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stomach   
lungs   
muscles   
dimples   
thumb   
index finger   
middle finger   
ring finger   
pinky (little finger)   
armpit   
arm   
bone   
breasts, chest   
front teeth   
molars    
tongue   
beard   
pimple   

 

VOCABULARY GROUPS

J 



Lesson 7 – Japanese tongue twister     141 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

1. be able to write and read   
2. review vocabulary group set 7 

 
 
 

1. learn four new counters  
2. learn how similar sounding words mean totally different things in the tongue  
 twister in this lesson 
 
 

 
1. Memorize the tongue twister in this lesson and the explanation that comes with it. It will 

help you learn how to explain things in detail. 
 
 
 
 

 

  tongue twister 

  a garden, a yard 

  a back garden, a backyard 

  a chicken, a hen, a cock 

  meaning (of something) 

  almost all, the majority 

  number 

  puppy 

  kitten 

  the most, number one 

7  

7  

Two Chickens
Japanese tongue twister7 

Lesson 

Level  
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  speech, language, word, 
expression 

  therefore, for that reason 

  red wine 

  white wine 

  yes (more formal than 
) 

   
 
 
 
 
This section lists new adjectives used in the lesson. Remember that adjectives and  

adjectives are used differently. 
 

  low, flat adjective 

  short in length adjective 
 
 
 
 

   to have a pet regular 

   to show /  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 conjugates exactly like the verb  (to buy), which is said in the exact same way, but 

with a different kanji. The neat thing is that they use the exact same grammar.   
   
 

(animal)   
to have (animal) for a pet 

 
 
 
 

7  

7  

7  
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1.     
  I am raising six dogs.   
  
2.      
  What kind of animals do you have?  
  
3.      
  My grandmother got better after she had a cat.  

  
 
 

 
The item that is being shown is marked with .  makes the person to whom it is being 
shown.   
 

(item)   
to show (item) 

 
  

(person)   
to show to (person) 

 
 
 

 
1.      
 Show me the pictures please.   
  
2.      
 Please show me the red one.  
  
3.      
 I showed a friend my girlfriend's photograph.  
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   1         
   2         
   3     
   4    
   5   
   6    

   7    
   8     
   9        

 10    
 11   
 12   

 How many?   
  
 
 
 

   #1         
   #2         
   #3     
   #4    
   #5   
   #6    

   #7    
   #8     
   #9        

 #10    
 #11   
 #12   

 What number?   
 
 
 
 
 

 
The ~ ( ) counter is not a counter by itself. It must be attached to other counters for it to 
have meaning. It gives an order to the counter it is attached to (first, second, third, etc.). It 
can be attached to any Japanese counters.   

 
 

  the 1st person 
   the 2nd person 
   the 5th small animal 
   the 11th small animal 
  
   1st bottle, etc. (long/cylindrical) 
   3rd bottle, etc. 
  
   1st (generic) 
   4th  

 

7  

 

 

7  
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1. Polite conversation between friends driving in a car 
 A     
 B    
 
 A  Which one is your house? 
 B  It’s the third white house. 

 
2. Polite conversation between two people at a pet hospital 
 A     
 B       
 A    
 B   
 
 A  How many dogs do you have? 
 B  Eight. I really like animals. I bought one more cat yesterday. 
 A  What number cat is it? 
 B  It’s the 6th. 

 
 
 
 
Using a piece of paper cover up the entire English portion of the conversations below. Read 
the Japanese conversation several times until you understand it. Only then should you move 
the paper to compare your comprehension to the English translation. 
 
1. Conversation between an English teacher and her student 

A     
B   happy  
A   
 
A  I don’t understand this word. 
B  That means “happy” in English. 
A  Thanks.  

 
2. Conversation between two people in line 

A    
 B   

A    
B   
 
A  Who is next? 
B  I am. 
A  What number (in line) are you? 
B  Umm, I am number four. 

7  



146     YesJapan.com    

3. Informal conversation between a couple 
A      
B    
 
A  Which do you think tastes good, red wine or white wine? 
B  I don’t know, because I don’t drink wine. 

 
 
4. Polite conversation between two friends 
 A     
 B     
 A     
 B    
 
 A  They are selling dogs at the pet shop. Did you see them already? 
 B  Yes, I bought the smallest white puppy. 
 A  Did your dad say it was okay?  
 B  Yes, he says the dog is cute. 
 
 

 
 
 
Using a piece of paper, cover up the entire Japanese portion of the conversations below. 
Translate the English conversation to Japanese. Only after you have translated the entire 
conversation should you move the paper to check your work. 
 
1. Mixed conversation between an American and a Japanese girl 

A  Don’t you think that the majority of Japanese men have shorter legs than Americans? 
B  Yeah and their noses are flat.  
 
A         
B    

 
 
2. Informal conversation between two new friends on the phone 
 A  I really like cats. 
 B  Really? Well then, since we have 3 cats, why don’t you come to our house now?  
 A  Okay.  I’ll go right now.  
 
 A    
 B         
 A    

 
 
 

7  
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3. Polite conversation between two new friends 
 A  How many siblings do you have? 
 B  I have five siblings. I am the second (of the siblings) 
 
 A     
 B      

  
 
 
 
Read the Japanese tongue twister first. Then read the explanation about it below. 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 
 

 
Read the sentences below. Use the information to answer the reading comprehension 
questions later in this lesson. 
 

   
      
      
     
    
      
      
     

 
 

7  

7  
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Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson.  
 

    

7  
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Practice the following Japanese tongue twisters along with the one you have learned in this 
lesson. 
 
1. 

(Raw wheat, raw rice, raw eggs) 

2. 
(The guest next door eats lots of persimmons.)

3. 
(The gas explosion of a bus)

4. 
(Since there are a lot of eggs, shall we eat them for a change?)     

 
Fill in the blanks with the appropriate counters. 
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Two judges are talking about the dogs that auditioned for an upcoming movie. 
Which dog are they going to choose? 
  
 

:     
 

:       
 
     
 

:      
 
  
 

:                                        
 

:      
 
   
 

:     
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 No.1 No.2 No.3 No.4 
 
 

  
  perfect, just right 
  popular 

  a long time ago 
  let’s decide 
  judge 
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1. Practice reading the preceding short dialogue in pairs. 
2. Look at the birds below. Discuss with your partner which bird should be in your  

 next movie.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 No.1  No.2 No.3 No.4 
 
 

 
Answer the following questions using the words and patterns in this lesson. 
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 Translate the following sentences into Japanese. 

 
 1. I am drinking my third beer. 
 
   
    
 2. I am eating my second hamburger. 
 
 
    
 
 3. I am going to buy my third house. 
 
   
    
 
 4. I am selling my fourth car. 
 
 
    
 

5. My fifth dog’s name is Tarou. 
 
   
    
 

 6. Let’s eat the second cake! 
 
 
    
 

 7. I like the seventh bird from the left. 
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Make sure you learn the correct stroke order. Correct stroke order will mean neater symbols 
when writing quickly. Also take time to learn the new words for each kanji, as this will help you 
memorize the various readings. 
 
   

  
      

      

4 strokes heaven weather the Milky Way rainy 
weather genius heaven 

 
1

2 3
4 5

6
7

8  

  
  

      
      

8 strokes sky airport empty vacant house empty can blue sky 

 
1

2
3

4
5

6

 

 none 
  

      
      

6 strokes spirit; mood stamina; 
vigor; health indication feeling, 

mood air fighting spirit 

 
1

2
3

 

  
  

      
      

8 strokes rain heavy rain rain clouds tree frog amount of 
rain 

rainy 
weather 

  
 
 

  

1

2
4

8 
Kanji Lesson 
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1

2
3

 

  
  

     
      

3 strokes mountain Mt. Fuji mountain 
range 

mountain 
village 

mountain 
climbing volcano 

 
1 2

3

 

  
  

    
      

3 strokes river rivers, river 
system 

brook, 
stream Colorado River upper reaches 

of a river downstream 

 
 
 
 
 

  
After you get through the basic characters, you will start to see simple kanji being used as 
parts of other kanji. Look at the various kanji that contain the character for “rain”: 
 

    

    
rain snow thunder electricity 
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Trace the light gray symbols for practice. Pay attention to stroke order and stroke type. 

 

 
 
 

 
 Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji, review  
 vocabulary and learn new words at the same time. 
 
 
 
 

  

weather
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sky 

 
        

 
        

rain

mountain

 
        

river

air 
 

        

heavy rain 
 

        

rainy weather
 

 
        

volcano
 

        

stream, brook
 

        

heaven
 

      

      



Lesson 8 – kanji activities     157 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.                     

 

 
 

        
          

 

        
         

 

 
 

        
         6.             

 

 7.                     

 

        
          

 

        
          

 

        
         

 
 

 

        
          1.                    

 

        
         

 

 
 

        
         2.                      

 

         

 

 
 

        
         3.                     

 

        
         

 

 

 

 
 

        
          4.                                 

 

        
         

 

        
         

 

        
         

milky way
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film   
development    
disposable camera   
film shop   
photograph   
Polaroid   
negative   
tripod   

 
 
 
 
 

butterfly   
grasshopper   
spider   
caterpillar   
scorpion   
ladybug   

VOCABULARY GROUPS

K 

L 
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1. be able to write and read    
2. know Additional Vocabulary word groups K and L (photography and bugs)  

 
 
 

1. learn everything is this lesson! 
 

 
 

1. Pay attention to the verbs  and . Verbs of this pattern are common in 
Japanese. 

 
 
 
 
 

  my father 

  my mother 

  ice 

  pharmacy 
 
 
 
 
 

 1.   A very common way to say, “How old are you?” 
 

This phrase literally means “how many?” but it is much more common than   
in everyday conversations. 
 
 

8  

8  

8  

The Music Teacher
starting and beginning8 

Lesson 

Level  
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   to become, be regular 

   to start, to begin regular 

   to originate, start, begin /  

   to end, finish regular 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The particle  is used to mark the thing that the topic is becoming. 
 

 
[noun]   

to become [noun] 
 
 
 

 
 

1.    I will be 25 years old this year. 
  
2.    It has already become winter. 
  
3.    The ice changed to water. 
  

  
  

 
The thing that is started is marked with the subject particle , unless using for stressing 
purposes. 
 

 
[something]   

[something] begins 
 

 

8  

8  
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1.     
  School starts at eight o’clock tomorrow. 

 
2.    
  What month does summer start? 

 
3.     
  Work starts from six o’clock in the morning. 

 
 
 

 
 is an active verb and is a passive verb. In other words,  is used 

when something is actively started by someone. is used when something starts 
by itself, without anybody initiating it. With , the direct object marker  is used to 
mark the thing being started. 
 

 
[something]   

to start or initiate [something] 
 
 
 

 
1.     
 The teacher started class at seven o’clock. 
 
2.     
 My father started a company two years ago. 

 
3.    
 Let’s start the party at eight o’clock. 

 
 
 

 
The subject particle  marks the thing that is ending, unless  is used for emphasis. 

 
 

[thing]   
a [thing] ends
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1.    
 School ended at twelve o’clock. 
 
2.    
 This class will end in March. 

 
3.     
 My work is going to finish soon, so please wait a moment. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

  
 The verb  (to begin, start) and  (to initiate, start, begin) are very similar, 

but they should not be mixed up. is used when stating that an event starts or 
begins passively. is used when stating that something is originated or was 
initiated actively. That is, the event is not starting automatically, someone is physically 
starting the event. 

 
 
 

  School will start 
   It will start at eight o’clock 
  It started yesterday 

   My work won’t begin yet. 
  The game isn’t starting. 

 
 
 
 
 

  (Someone) will start a school  
  (Someone) initiated at eight o’clock 
  (Someone) began yesterday 

   (Someone) won’t start a company yet. 
 

 
 
 
 

8  

using  

using
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1.    Has school already begun? 
   Yeah, it started from ten. 
 
2.    What time will this movie begin? 
   It will begin at three thirty. 
 
3.    What time will you begin your homework? 
    I will start it after school. 
 
4.    When did you start this company? 
   I started it after high school. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Using a piece of paper to cover up the entire English portion of the conversations below.  
Read the Japanese conversation several times until you understand it. Only then should you 
move the paper to compare your translation to the English translation. 
 
1. Polite conversation between two people who just met 
 A    
 B    
 A        
 B        
  
 A  Where do you live?  
 B  North of New York. 
 A  Don’t you think that the south is better that the north? 
 B  Yes, I do. But, since the north is cheaper, I live there. 
  
2. Polite conversation between a student and a teacher 
 A      
 B    
 A    
 B   
 
 A  Teacher, what are we going to do in next week’s class? 
 B  We will have (do) a test. 
 A  What!? What kind of test is it?  
 B  A difficult test. 

8  

using and
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3. Conversation between a younger and an older person. Notice that B is polite to A    
  when speaking. We can assume that B is considerably younger than A. 
 A     
 B     
 A      
 B   
 
 A  How old did have you become? 
 B  I became (turned) twenty this year. 
 A  I thought you were still a high school student. 
 B  Really?   

 
 
 
 
 
Using a piece of paper, cover up the entire Japanese portion of the conversations below. 
Translate the English conversation to Japanese. Only after you have translated the entire 
conversation should you move the paper to check your work. 
 
1. Informal conversation between close friends 
 A  I’ll be late. I’ll be late. I have no time. 
 B  Where are you going? 
 A  My afternoon part time job. 
 B  About how many minutes will it take from here? 
 A  15 minutes by bicycle. 
 
 A     
 B    
 A    
 B        
 A     

 
2. Polite conversation between friends 
 A  It has already become autumn. 
 B  The days are still hot. But the nights are cold. 
 A  Since I like chestnuts, I am going to go to the mountains. 
 B  That’s nice. 
 
 A     
 B       
 A       
 B   

 
 

8  
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3. Informal conversation between friends 
 A  What time did the party become? 
 B  I think it will start around nine. But I don’t know yet. 
 A  It’s already late. Around when will you know?  
 B  I will know after today’s afternoon class. 
 
 A      
 B        
 A       
 B        

 
4. Polite conversation between co-workers who have just met 
 A  From today I will work here. My best regards.   
 B  Where did you come from? 
 A  I came from Kyoto. 
 B  How old are you?  
 A  I will be 21 this year. 
 
 A       
 B    
 A    
 B    
 A     
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Read the sentences below. Use the information to answer the reading comprehension 
questions later in this lesson. 
 

     
  

   
   

    
   
    

      
   

         
    

    
  
    

   
    
     

   
     

   
  

 

8  
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 Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson.  

 
    

8  
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Compose sentences according to the example. 
 

 thirty years old
 last year
 next year
 forty years old

 

 on Saturdays 

 this store

 ten o’clock 

 from Monday until Friday 
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 three years ago  

 seven months ago  

 from three o’clock  

 started class

 

 yesterday

 tomorrow

 I think…

 I heard…

 

 since June of last year   

 at that hotel over there  

 at this company

 since the ninth of last month 
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Answer the following questions using the words and patterns in this lesson. 
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Make sure you learn the correct stroke order. Correct stroke order will mean neater symbols 
when writing quickly. Take time to learn the new words for each kanji, as this will help you to 
memorize the different readings. 
 

1

2

3

5

6

 

  
  

     
      

8 strokes woods; 
forest 

jungle, thick 
forest 

mountain 
forest 

planted forest 
(man-made)  apple plum grove 

 

 

  
  

    
    

12 strokes forest; 
woods forest; woods Aomori Prefecture in the forest 

 
1

2

5
 

  
  

     
     

5 strokes stone stone 
materials magnet jewel stone two birds with one 

stone 
 

1
2 3

4
5

 

  
  

      
      

7 strokes flower flower bed flowering 
plant fireworks spark flower 

arrangement 
 
 
 

  

9 
Kanji Lesson 
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1

2

3

4

 

  
  

     
      

4 strokes dog cuspid 
tooth pet dog stray dog doghouse seeing-eye dog 

 

1
2

4

5

6

 

  
  

     
      

6 strokes bug, insect cavity, 
bad tooth larva harmful bug ladybug caterpillar 

 

1
2

7
6

 

  
  

     
     

7 strokes town outskirts of 
town

town council; 
town meeting downtown head of town 

 

 
Trace the light gray symbols for practice. Pay attention to stroke order and stroke type. 
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Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji, review 
the vocabulary, and learn new words at the same time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

woods
 

        

forest
 

        

stone
 

        

flower
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dog
 

        

town
 

        

woodland

mountain forest
 

        

 
        

fireworks
 

        

puppy
 

        

downtown
 

        

bug, insect
 

    Q    
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Fill in the blanks with the appropriate kanji. 
 

7.                     

 

 
 

        
         1.                    

 
 

 

 
 

        
         2.                     

 

        
         

 

 
 

 
         3.              

 

        
          

 

 
5.                       

 

        
         

 

        
         

 

        
         

 

 
 

        
         

 

        
         

 

 
 

        
         4.                         

 

        
         

 

        
         

 

        
         

 

 
 

        
         6.                    
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potted plants   
bamboo   
palm tree   
cactus   
tulip   
sunflower   
acorn   
mushroom   

 
 
 
 

circle   
triangle   
square   
box   
rectangle   

 
 
 
 
 
 

button   
sandals   
sneakers   
high heels   
one-piece dress   
jacket   
jeans   
shoelace   

M 

N 

O 

VOCABULARY GROUPS
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1. be able to write and read    
2. review vocabulary group set 9 

 
 
 

1  learn the “want to” version of verbs 
 
 
 
 

 

  best friend 

  unfortunate 

  someday 

  clip-on earrings 

  pierced earrings 

  sick 

  medicine 

  used car 

  quickly, fast, hurry up! 

  rap music 

  breath 

~   over~ 

~   under~ 

  why? 
 

9  

9  

9 
Lesson 

Level  

My Birthday
wanting to do
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    to smoke, to inhale regular 

    to come to like regular 

    to come to dislike regular 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
This verb can also mean “to suck” (as in a vacuum), but it is most commonly understood to 
mean smoking. The thing being smoked is marked with . 
 

[something]   
to smoke, inhale [something] 

 
 
Example Sentences  
1.    A long time ago I smoked. 

 
2.   Do you smoke? 

 
3.  Let’s inhale! 

 
 

 
This verb is common in Japanese but maybe not in English. It basically means that, 
although someone might not have liked or disliked something in the past, they have come 
to like or dislike it. The particle  marks the thing that the person comes to like or dislike. 
 

[something]    
to come to like [something] 

 
 

[something]    
to come to dislike [something]

 
 
 

9  

9  
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1.     
 A long time ago I smoked tobacco. But I don’t like it now. 
 
2.    
 How come you dislike cats? (What happened to make you come to dislike cats?) 
 
3.    
 I have come to like rap. (I now like rap.)  
 
 Be careful – when and are in the -form, then  is used 
 instead of  to mark the item.    
 
4.    
 Don’t come to dislike me. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In America, when we say earrings, it can mean clip-on or pierced earrings. In Japan, when 
they say , they mean clip-on earrings. Pierced earrings are referred to as . 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When you ask something using a noun or a -adjective informally, you can replace  

 with .  And with a verb you can replace  with a simple . 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 [noun / -adjective] +  
 Is it [noun / -adjective] ? 

[informal verb / adjective] +  
Is it [ -adjective] / Does it [verb]? 

9  

9  
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1.   Do you like this color? 
2.   Is today Monday? 
3.   Do you dislike sushi? 
 
4.   Is Australia hot now?  
5.   How come you don’t study? 
6.    You are going home already?
  

  
 

 

This is an easy grammar point using  ( ~ or above) and  ( ~ or below.)  When 
you want to say a certain amount and above, or a certain amount and below, or  
is added after the amount.  This works with any kind of quantity. 
 

[amount] +  or  
 over or under and including  [amount] 

 
 

 1000 dollars or greater 
  100 people or less 
  two things or more 
 
    

 …
To make the “want to” form of a verb,  is added to the form of the verb. For regular  
verbs the following pattern is used:  
 
 

  
 
 

[ -form verb] +  
I want to [verb] 

 
 

 

   

 
[ -form verb minus ] +  

I want to [verb] 
 

Regular Verbs 

 Verbs 
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 want to eat 

  want to go 
  want to return 
  want to drink 
  want to meet 
   want to do 
  want to start 
  want to become 
 

 
Notice that the particles for the verbs in the  form do not change in the sentence.   
However, the object marker  is often replaced with . 
 
1.   I want to be a pilot. 
2.   I want to eat pizza. 
3.   I want to drink water. 
4.   I want to drink a cold beer. 
5.   I want to go to Europe. 

  
 
 
 

 … ’ … ’ …
The  form is conjugated into other tenses just like -adjectives are. Here are all of the 

forms: 
 

present/future positive 
want to ~  

present/future negative 
don’t want to ~  

past positive 
wanted to ~  

past negative 
didn’t want to ~  
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  don’t want to eat 
  don’t want to go 
  don’t want to return 
  don’t want to drink 
  don’t want to meet 
  don’t want to do 
  don’t want to start 
  don’t want to become 
  don’t want to work 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  wanted to eat 
  wanted to go 
  wanted to return 
  wanted to drink 
  wanted to meet 
  wanted to do 
  wanted to start 
  wanted to become 
  
 
 
 
 
 

  didn’t want to eat 
  didn’t want to go 
  didn’t want to return 
  didn’t want to drink 
  didn’t want to meet 
  didn’t want to do 
  didn’t want to start 
  didn’t want to become 

 
 
 
 
 
 

present/future negative don’t want to ~  

past positive wanted to ~ 

past negative didn’t want to ~ 
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The  forms by themselves are informal. To make them polite,  is added after the  
verb.   
 

 
 

 
   I want to eat Italian food. 
   I wanted to eat hotdogs. 
    I don’t want to eat much now. 
   I didn’t want to eat anything. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Using a piece of paper, cover up the entire English portion of the conversations below. Read 
the Japanese conversation several times until you understand it. Only then should you move 
the paper to compare your translation to the English translation. 

 
1. Polite conversation between friends  
 A       
 B    
 A    
 B      
 
 A  I want to be with you, but tomorrow I am returning to America. 
 B  Why are you going back? 
 A  I do not want to go back, but my mother is sick. 
 B  Someday, I also want to go to America. 

   
2. Informal conversation between friends  
 A     
 B   
 A    

 B     
 A      
 
 A  I want to buy a new car, but I don’t have any money. 
 B  How much is it? 
 A  They are all expensive. They are over $15,000. 
 B  Why don’t you buy a cheap and nice used car?   
 A  I don’t think used cars are good. I don’t want to buy one. 

 

polite forms of  

9  
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3. Polite conversation at a Japanese Inn 
  A      
 B      
 A    
 
 A  What do you want to eat for breakfast tomorrow morning? 
 B  I want to eat eggs. And also ham, please.   
 A  Okay. Please wake up at six. 

 
 
 
 
 
Using a piece of paper, cover up the entire Japanese portion of the conversations below. 
Translate the English conversation to Japanese. Only after you have translated the entire 
conversation should you move the paper to check your work. 
 
1. Informal conversation between a boyfriend and a girlfriend  
 A  I want to take a trip with you someday.                                  
 B  Sure. Where do you want to go?                                  
 A  I want to go to Europe the most.                                 
 B  Europe is far! I don’t want to go. Where is the second place (you want to go)?         
 A  I want to go to Canada.                                  
 B  I also wanted to go to Canada since a long time ago. 
                                  
 A                                      
 B                                     
 A                                      
 B                                
 A                                     
 B      

 
 
2. Informal conversation between friends  
 A  Your face sure is red.                                 
 B  I know. I took some medicine, but it didn’t work.                                     
 A  Are you working tomorrow?                   
 B  Yes, but I don’t want to go.          
                        
 A                                     
 B                                        
 A                                    
 B    

 
 

9  



Lesson 9 – wanting to do     185 

3. Conversation between a mother and a child  
 A  Did you take some medicine?                                  
 B  Not yet.                                 
 A  Take it right away, please.                                  
 B  I don’t want to take it because it is bitter. 
                                  
 A                                     
 B                                    
 A                                     
 B                                     

  
 
4. Informal conversation between friends  
 A    
 B    
 A     
 B   
 
 A  Where do you want to go?  
 B  I want to go to East park. 
 A  There is no more East park. 
 B  Oh, man. That sure is unfortunate. 

 
 
5. Conversation between co-workers.   
  A’s status is higher in the company, so A is informal and B is polite.  
  A                                        
 B                                      
 A          
               
 A  How come you didn’t come to the two o’clock party yesterday?                      
 B  I wanted to go, but I had work until five o’clock.                                    
 A  That’s unfortunate. It was really fun.             
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Read the sentences below. Use the information to answer the reading comprehension 
questions later in this lesson. 
 

     
    
       
     
        

     
   
       
     

 
    

 
     
        
      
     
      

 
 
 

9  
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 Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson. 

 

9  
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 Fill in the blanks on the chart with the correct verb conjugations. 
 

 
1 

 
to do your best 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
2 

 
to work 
 

   

 
3 

 
to shop 
 

 
 

  

 
4 

 
to pay 
 

   

 
5 

 
to answer 
 

   

 
6 

 
to meet 
 

   

 
7 

 
to play; hang out 
 

   

 
8 

 
to live 
 

   

 
9 

 
to show 
 

   

 
10 
 

 
to smoke 
 

   

 
11 
 

 
to raise an animal 
 

   

 
12 
 

 
to begin (active) 
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Compose sentences according to the example. 

 don’t want to study
 yesterday
 didn’t want to eat
 today

 

 come to like  

 Japanese homework

 Japanese food

 dislike

 

 $1,500 or less

 $10,000 or more    

 $30,000 or less 

 $3,000 or more    

 

 Do you disike rap music?

 Do you like that store? 

 Is Saturday tomorrow? 
  

 Is today the fifth?
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 eat an apple  

 buy pierced earrings

 study Spanish  

   become a teacher

 go to the concert
 
 

 
Translate the following sentences with the correct - verb form. 

1. I want to work at this company. 

2. I wanted to eat sukiyaki in Japan. 

3. I don’t want to hear rap music.

4. I didn’t want to take (drink) medicine yesterday.

5. I want to watch a movie this Saturday. 

6. I wanted to work part-time at a Japanese restaurant.  

7. I didn’t want to have (buy) a dog.  
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Mr. Tanaka and Mr. Yamada are talking about smoking. 
 
 

:    
 

:   
 

:   
 

:    
 

:   
 

:  
 

:      
 

:   
 

:    
 
 

New Words and Expressions in the dialogue  
 

  
  recently 

  habit 
  cancer 
  if… 

  to quit 
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 Answer the following questions using the words and patterns in this lesson. 
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Make sure you learn the correct stroke order. Correct stroke order will mean neater symbols 
when writing quickly. Also, take time to learn the new words for each kanji, as this will help you 
to memorize the different readings. 
 

1

2

5

6

 

  
  

      
      

7 strokes village village chief farming 
village

fishing 
village villager mountain 

village 
 

1
2

 

  
  
     
     

5 strokes rice paddy, 
field oil field farmland Akita Prefecture rice paddy filled 

with water 
 

1

 

  
  
     

     

3 strokes evening last night setting sun in a brief space of time, 
in a day dinner 

 

1

2

3
6 7

 

  
  

     
      

7 strokes red baby the Red Cross the equator in the red, 
in debt red tide 

 
 

  

10 
Kanji Lesson 



194     YesJapan.com    

1

2

3
4

5

 

  
  

     
      

8 strokes blue young man green 
leaves green light blue sky youth, 

adolescent 
 

1

2

 

  
  
   

      

5 strokes caucasian white feigned, plastic confession interesting bleach, bleaching 
agent 

 

 

  
  

      
      

7 strokes to look to show opinion outward 
appearance 

study by 
observation sample 
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Trace the light gray symbols for practice. Pay attention to stroke order and stroke type. 
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Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji, review 
the words, and learn new words at the same time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

village
 

        

red
 

        

blue
 

        

white
 

        

flooded paddy

mountain village
 

        

 
        

evening
 

        

caucasion

setting sun
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to see
 

        

to show
 

      

      

rice paddy
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Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

        
          

 

        
         6.                

 

        
         

 

 
 

        
         

 

        
         7.                           

 

        
         

 
 

 

        
         1.                             

 

        
         

 

        
         

5.                       

 

 
 

        
          

 

        
         

 

         

 

 
4.                   

 

        
      

 

        
         

 

        
      

3.                          

 

 
 

        
         

 

        
         2.                    
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Use these sheets as extra writing practice for the kanji you have learned up to this point.  
Recently you have learned:  
 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 
 

WRITING PRACTICE
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paint   
nail   
screw   
saw   
hammer   
screwdriver   
flathead screwdriver     
Phillips screwdriver     
bucket   
car battery   
battery   
flashlight   
ladder   
 

 
 
 
 

vocabulary, words   
noun   
adjective   
verb   
grammar   
test  /   /  

 

P 

Q 

VOCABULARY GROUPS
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1. be able to write and read   
2. review vocabulary group set 10 
 

 
 

1  learn to use  when saying phrases such as “when I …” 
 
 
 
 

  cavity
  a lot, many 

  dentist
  pilot 

  first time
  all right, safe 

  that time
  right away, immediately 

  popcorn 
  this morning 
  only 

  a new car 
  a girl (usually a little girl) 

 
 
 
 

 

  young -adjective 
 
 

10  

10  

10  

Lesson 

Level  

Yumiko’s Cavity
using 10 
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 can be used with a verb to say something like   (I ate a lot) or   
 CD   (I want to buy a lot of CDs). It is usually placed directly in 

front of the verb and it can be used with any verb tense.   
 

 
 

1.     
  I watched a lot of TV this morning. 
 
2.       
  In Japan I want to eat a lot of sushi. 
 
3.     
  Mary bought a lot of make-up. 

 
     

can also be made into an adjective by adding . 

   many dogs  
     many cars 
     many fish  
     many students 

 
 

 
can be placed directly in front of a verb to say things like      

(It is the first time that I ate it). It can be placed almost anywhere in a statement to say that 
it is the first time that something is done. It can also be used alone to say  
(It’s the first time). can also be made into an adjective by adding  to it.  

 

 

 

 

 
1.       
  I went to Japan for the first time last summer. 
 
2.     
  I will buy my first new car the day after tomorrow. 
 
3.           
  My 8-year-old son called a girl for the first time yesterday. 
 

10  
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is used just like the English “only” except that it is placed after the word. 

 
 

 
   only one   only China 
   only me   only today 
 

 
1.    

  I am only going to drink tea today. 
 

2.    
 My only day off is Sunday. 
 

3.    
 I only play tennis once a month. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 “ ”

 can be used in several ways to describe a situation. It can come after verbs and 
adjectives, and can be linked to other words using the  particle. When used with verbs, 
the verb tense doesn’t matter, but the verb must be in the dictionary form. If you are talking 
about a specific time, then the time marker  is used after .  
 
 

informal verb form +  
when [subject] + verb 

 
 
 
 

  when I go 
   when I eat 
   when you don’t drink 
   when you don’t come 
   when I saw Tanaka 
   when the letter came 
 
 

10  

with verbs 



204     YesJapan.com    

 

 
 
1.    

  How old were you when you went to Japan? 
 

2.      
  When I shop, I am always with friends. 
 

3.       
  When you are not at home, I am sad. 

  
 
When saying sentences like, “When my father returns home, we will eat,” the Japanese 
sentence must be  . Notice that the verb “to return” is in 
the past tense. The reason for this is you can only eat after your father has returned home. 
If the sentence was  , then it would mean, “At the point 
when my father leaves to come home, we will eat”. Look at the next set of sentences. One 
of them will use the present tense form and one will not.  

 
 

 
1.     
  I will tell you when you come.    
 
2.     
  We will eat popcorn when we watch the movie.  
 
3.     
  I will call you when I have returned home. 

  
 
 

 
You can also use  to say a phrase like, "When I was a child," .  Notice 
that there are no verbs in this phrase. It can also be used with  and adjectives.  

  
[noun] +  +  

when something/someone is [noun]  
 
 

[ adjective] +  
when something/someone is [ -adjective]  
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   when I was sixteen years old 
   when I was in high school 
   when I am sick 
 
   when I was small 
  when it is hot 
   when my little brother is loud 
 

 
 

1.     
 I want to stay home when it is hot outside. 
 
2.   
 Let’s meet when we are not busy. 
 
3.    
 I don’t want to do anything when I have a headache. 
 
 

 
When you use  with adjectives you must have the  before the . 
 

 
adjective +   

when something / someone is [ adjective] 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
when it is quiet outside  
 

    
when the house is clean 

 
 
 
 

 with adjectives 

 with nouns and adjectives 
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Using a piece of paper, cover up the entire English portion of the conversations below. Read 
the Japanese conversation several times until you understand it. Only then should you move 
the paper to compare your translation to the English translation. 
 
1. Polite conversation between two friends at work 
 A    
 B    
 A      
 B     
 
 A  I didn’t eat anything this morning. 
 B  Why? 
 A  In the morning, when I am still sleepy, I don’t want to eat anything. 
 B  I eat breakfast every morning.  

 
 
2. Polite conversation between two friends 
 A      
 B    
 A    
 B    
 
 A  Since when have you been studying Japanese? 
 B  From when I was in high school. 
 A  How many years has it been? 
 B  It has been three years. 

 
 
3. Polite conversation between two business people 
 A      
 B     
 A    
 B   
 
 A  When I started the company, there were only two staff members. 
 B  How many are there now? 
 A  There are now 31. 
 B  That’s amazing. 

 
 
 
 

10  



Lesson 10 – using      207 

4. Polite conversation between two friends 
 A    
 B    
 A     
 
 A  What did you want to be when you were little? 
 B  I wanted to be a pilot. What about you? 
 A  I wanted to be a bookshop keeper. 

 
 
 
 
 
Using a piece of paper, cover up the entire Japanese portion of the conversations below. 
Translate the English conversation to Japanese. Only after you have translated the entire 
conversation should you move the paper to check your work. 
 
1. Casual conversation between a boy and a girl 
 A  When are you going to America?  
 B  I am leaving next month on the 21st. 
 A  I will go to the airport with you when you go.  
 B  Really? Good (I am happy). 
 A  Are you going by taxi? 
 B  No, I am going by bus. 
 A  Okay. 
 
 A    
 B     
 A    
 B    
 A   
 B   
 A   

 
 
2. Polite conversation between friends 
 A  Do you like your little brother? 
 B  I don’t like him when he is bothersome, but I like him when he is not bothersome. 
 A  I see.  
 B  But I like him the most when he is not here. 
 
 A    
 B     
 A    
 B     

10  
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3. Polite conversation between friends 
 A  When I want to see a movie, I never have any money.  
 B  What do you do then?  
 A  I watch TV.  
 
 A      
 B    
 A    

 
4. Polite conversation between friends 
 A  How old were you when you came to Canada?  
 B  I think I was seven years old. 
 A  That sure is young. 
 
 A    
 B    
 A   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Read the sentences below. Use the information to answer the reading comprehension 
questions later in this lesson. 
 
 

    
     
     

        
     
        
     

10  
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Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson.  

 
 
 

 
Compose sentences according to the example. 

 a little
 only five minutes
 only ten minutes
 didn’t

10  



210     YesJapan.com    

 

 only two dogs

 only three girls 

 only $10.00 in cash   

 lots of cash 

 

 four times 

 for the first time 

 bought a new car 

 skied  

 

 when I was in Japan

 when my child turned one year old  

 when my best friend came back from Japan 

 when I went to Las Vegas  

 

 when you have time  

 when you are not busy

 when you are bored  

 when you are not having fun 
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Circle the correct verb form before  and translate the sentences into English. 

When I go to Japan, I want to eat a lot of sushi. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Answer the following questions using the words and patterns in this lesson. 

program
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Fill in the blanks and complete the sentences below. 

to leave)
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Make sure you learn the correct stroke order. Correct stroke order will mean neater symbols 
when writing fast. Also, take time to learn the new words for each kanji, as this will help you 
memorize the various readings. 
 

1
2 3

4 5

 

  
  

     
      

5 strokes to come out, 
to leave

to put out, 
to send departure exit leaving home, 

running away 
receipts; 

expenditures 
 

1

2

 

  
  
      

      

2 strokes to enter; 
to join to put in entrance hospitalization container entry into 

school 
 

1

3

4

 

  
  

     
     

6 strokes tip; future; 
first priority finger tip advance 

payment teacher last month 

 

1
2

5

 

  
  
     

      
6 strokes early; fast fast forward fast talking right away early stages early rising 

 
 
 

11 

11 
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1

2

4

5
 

  
  

     
      

5 strokes book; main Japan main island 
of Japan picture book three cylindrical 

objects 
Yamamoto 

(common surname) 

 
 

1

2 3
4

 

  
  

      
      

3 strokes sentence grammar literature letter 
(of alphabet) culture phrase, 

complaint 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Trace the light gray symbols for practice. Pay attention to stroke order and stroke type. 
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Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji, review 
the vocabulary, and learn new words at the same time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

book
 

        

sentence
 

        

to put out

to exit, leave
 

        

 
        

exit
 

        

teacher

to enter
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last month
 

        

Japan

early
 

        

 
        

entrance
 

      

      

to put inside
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Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

 

 
2.                            

 

 

6.                    

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
1.         

 

 
3.                          

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
4.              

 

 
7.              

5.           
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We don’t intend any offense by the next set of words – you never know when such vocabulary 
might come in handy. 
 

hiccups   
fart   
burp   
sneeze   
urine  (everyday way)   
feces   (everyday way)   
booger   
snot   
slobber   
snoring   
yawn   

 
 

VOCABULARY GROUPS

R 
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1. be able to write and read  
2. review vocabulary group set 11 

 
  
 

1. learn a ton of adjectives 
 
 
 
 

 

  commuting to work 

  a transfer (job) 

  a room for two 

  real estate 

  real estate agent / office 

  place 

  Shinjuku station (train) 

  large apartment, apartment house 

  one room apartment 

  long version of  (well, then) 

  Sydney (Australia) 

  a war 

  body 
 
 
 

11 

11 

11 
Lesson 

Level  
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 adjectives
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  complicated, complex; difficult adjective 

  easy adjective 

  kind, warm-hearted, friendly adjective 

  important adjective 

  unpleasant, disagreeable adjective 

  long adjective 

  cool, stylish adjective 
 
 
 
 
 

   to be transferred regular ( ) 

   to look for, search for Regular 

   to do, play Regular 

   to be able to speak /  

 
 
 
 

 
 

The person being transferred is marked with , and  is used for emphasis. 
 

[person]    
[person] will be transferred 

 
 

1.     
Scott was transferred to Osaka. 
 

2.     
I will be transferred to Tokyo next month. 

11 

11 

11 
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The object particle  marks the object being searched for. 
 

[item]   
to look for [item] 

  

 

 
1.   

What are you looking for? 
 
2.     

Tomorrow I am going to look for a cheap, cool car. 
 
 

 
 is similar to , but its meaning can be rougher (potentially carrying the same 

implications of “do it” in English), but it doesn't necessarily make the statement rude.  
is often used in informal conversations and writings. You will have to experience the 
conversations and watch lots of Japanese TV to know when and when not to use .   

  

 

 

[thing]   
to do [thing] 

  

 

 
 1.    
     Please do you homework.   
  
  2.      
    I don't want to do anything today.  
  
  3.       
    I am going to play soccer with my friends on Saturday.  
  
 

 
This verb is actually the “can do” form of the verb  (to speak). The “can do” and 
“can’t do” form of verbs will be discussed further in Lesson 13. This verb form is also 
commonly referred to as the “potential” verb form. 

 

 

[language]   
to be able to speak [language] 



222     YesJapan.com    

 
1.   

Can you speak Japanese? 
 

2.   
I cannot speak French. 

 
 3.      
  I think Mr. Takahashi can speak Chinese and Korean. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

-adjectives are placed in front of any noun to modify it.  can never be used in place of 
the . adjectives can not directly modify (describe) a word without . It is important to 
understand that  and  are also -adjectives. 

  

 

 
[ -adjective] +  + [word] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.      
 My favorite food is pizza. 
 
2.    
 Matsumoto is a very kind person. 
 
3.      
 They sell many convenient things at the convenience store. 
 
4.    
 Hayashi is a disagreeable person.  

 
 
 

 “ ”
In Level One of Japanese From Zero! you learned how to say the “one” pronoun in 
Japanese by using the particle . For example, a “hot one” is , and a “green 
one” would be . When using the “one” pronoun with adjectives, the  must not 
be removed. For example, if you wanted “a convenient one” it would be  

 

11 
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A              What kind of flowers do you want? 
  B                I want pretty ones. 

 
 
 

 
By this level you have probably heard  used many times. It can mean: “right?” 
“probably,” “(I) think,” “(I) hope,” “(I) guess,” “don't you agree?” and “I thought you'd say 
that!” Of course this all depends on the context of the sentence.  always comes at 
the end of the sentence or stands alone. When used with verbs, the verb must be in its 
informal form. 

 
 

1.     
 When the sentence is said with rising intonation at the end it means: 
 You are going to Tokyo tomorrow, right? 
 
 When the sentence is said with a flat intonation it means: 
 They will probably go to Tokyo tomorrow.  
 
 By changing the intonation of the sentence you can change the meaning. 
 
2.   
 You are studying Japanese right? / He is probably studying Japanese. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1. Informal conversation between new friends 
 A     
 B     
 A    
 B    
 
 A  What is your favorite food? 
 B  I really like hamburgers.  
 A  Then, what foods do you dislike?  
 B  There isn’t much. 

 

11 
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2. Informal conversation between two guys 
 A    
 B    
 A    
 B   
 A     
 
 A  Who is that person? 
 B  It is my older sister. 
 A  She sure is a pretty person. 
 B  Really? 
 A  I am looking for a girlfriend. Your help is appreciated. 

 
 
3. Polite conversation between two people on an airplane 
 A    
 B    
 A     
 B    
 
 A  Where do you live? 
 B  I live in Sydney. 
 A  What kind of place is Sydney? 
 B  It is a quiet place, but it is not convenient. 

 
 
4. Semi-polite conversation between a teacher and a student 
 A       
 B    
 A   
 B    
 
 A  Teacher, this homework is difficult. I want easier homework. 
 B  No. You are already a third-grader right? 
 A  But it is difficult! 
 B  Please do it by tomorrow. 
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Using a piece of paper, cover up the entire Japanese portion of the conversations below. 
Translate the English conversation to Japanese. Only after you have translated the entire 
conversation should you move the paper to check your work. 
 
1. Informal conversation between co-workers 
 A  I hate men! 
 B  Why? 
 A  Because they are complicated. 
 B  What kind of boyfriend is good? 
 A  A warm-hearted man. 
 
 A    
 B   
 A   
 B    
 A    

 
 
2. Polite conversation between co-workers 
 A  Why are you going to Nagasaki? 
 B  Because I have been transferred. 
 B  When are you going? 
 A  Next week on Thursday. 
 
 A    
 B    
 B   
 A    

 
 
3. Polite conversation between new high school graduates 
 A  What kind of work do you want to do? 
 B  I want to do easy work. 
 A  There probably isn’t any in this town. 
 
 A     
 B     
 A    

 
 
 
 

11 
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Read the sentences below. Use the information to answer the reading comprehension 
questions later in this lesson. 
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 …      
 
      
 
      
 
       
 
     
 

   
 

   

11 
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Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson. 
 
  

11 
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 Compose sentences according to the example. 

 want to do
 don’t want to do
 please do
 please don’t do

 

 kind

 complicated

 unpleasant

 pretty 

 

 French

 can’t speak

 Spanish

 Chinese

 

 big refrigerator

 convenient dictionary

 easy Japanese book

 quiet place
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Fill in the blanks and translate the resulting sentences into Japanese. 

1. My favorite restaurant is 

Translation:

2. My least favorite food is 

Translation:

3.  My favorite movie is   

Translation:

4. My least favorite actor  is

Translation:

 
Answer the following questions using the words and patterns in this lesson. 

program
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Mr. Murata is not happy that he has been transferred to New York. 

 
 

:   
 

:    
 

:  
 

:  
                                                    

:  
  

:    
 

:  
 

:     
 
      
          

:  
 
 
 New words and expressions in the dialogue 
  

  actually 
  departure 

  greetings 
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Use these sheets as extra writing practice for the kanji you have learned up to this point.  
Recently you have learned:  
 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 

WRITING PRACTICE
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Make sure you learn the correct stroke order. Correct stroke order will mean neater symbols 
when writing quickly. Also, take time to learn the new words for each kanji, as this will help you 
to memorize the different readings. 
 

1

 

  
  

      
      

6 strokes name famous master, 
expert last name nickname specialty, 

famous product 
 

1

2 3

5
6

 

  
  

      
      

6 strokes letter, 
character

Kanji, Chinese 
character

character 
stroke

larger section 
(of village)

lower case 
letter calligraphy 

 
1 2 3

4 5
6

8
7

 

 ( ) 
  
      

      

8 strokes to learn school college student year in 
school mathematics 

 

1

2 5

6

 

 none 
  
      

      

10 strokes school prep school high school
gate; 

entrance to 
school

school 
principal 

commissioned 
officer 

 

12 

12 
Kanji Lesson 
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1
2

4

5  

  
  
      

      

5 strokes correct dreams that 
come true 

correct 
answer honest New Years correction, 

revision 
 

1

4

5

 

  
  

      
      

6 strokes year, age age old person second child 
within a year 1 year several 

years 
 

1
2

3

4
 

 none 
  
     

     

4 strokes king prince princess queen planet Pluto 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Trace the light gray symbols for practice. Pay attention to stroke order and stroke type. 
 

12 
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Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji, review 
the vocabulary, and learn new words at the same time. 

king
 

        

last name
 

        

character
 

        

name
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letter
 

        

school
 

        

grade, year

student
 

        

 
        

elementary 
school

 
      

      

5 years
 

        

correct
 

      

      

New Year’s
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Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 
 

 

 
 

 2.               

 

 

 
 

 

 
1.                    

 

 
3.                               

 
 

 

 
 

 
4.                       

 

 
 

 

 7.                            

 

 

5.                   

 

 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

6.                  
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rocket   
bomb   
rifle   
pistol   
army knife   
canteen   
war   
war aircraft   
submarine   
air force   
army   
navy   
self-defense force   
nuclear bomb   
tank   

 
 
 
 
 

front desk   
checkout   
check-in   
room service   
buffet   
vending machine   

T 

VOCABULARY GROUPS
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Atsuko’s Letter
one action after another

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. be able to write and read    
2. review vocabulary group set 12 

 
  
 

1. learn to say actions successively 
 

 
 

1. The grammar in this lesson is pretty powerful and it leads to even more powerful 
grammar. Make sure you fully understand how to do successive actions in Japanese. 

 
 
 
 
 

  a foreign country 

  a drawing or painting 

  the back 

  a dress 

  again 

  emperor 

  running 

  diet 

  tadpole 

 
 
 

12 

12 

12 
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Notice the date on the top of Atsuko’s letter at the end of this lesson. The year is listed as 
H17. It could have also been written as 15 . The traditional Japanese way 
of counting years is based how many years the emperor has reigned.  Each emperor’s 
reign is assigned an era name.  As of 2005, the emperor of Japan is .  His era is 
the Heisei ( ) Era.  He has reigned for 19 years, so the year in Japan (2008) is 
H20 (Heisei 20 year).  
 
It is considered rude to call the emperor by his name. The royal family does not even have 
a last name.  They simply refer to the emperor as “Emperor” (  ).  Only 
after his death will the emperor be referred to as the Heisei Emperor.  

 
 
  

 

   everlasting peace 1989-present 

   shining peace 1926-1989  

   big justice 1912-1926 

   wishing for a bright era 1868-1912 
 
 
 
 
 

   to be able to do, can do, make /  

   to change, turn into regular 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Use  to mark the thing that can be done. can also be used for emphasis.   

 
 

[thing] +   
[thing] can be done 

 

12 

12 

12 
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1.    
Mr. Mori can do computers. 

 
2.   

Can you speak Japanese? 
(This phrase is pretty common. It is another way of asking if someone can speak Japanese.) 

 
3.    

I made many friends. 
 
 

 
Use  to mark the thing that is changing.  can also be used for emphasis. The thing 
that it is being changed into is marked by .  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[thing 1]  [thing 2]   
[thing 1] changes into [thing 2] 

 
 

1.     
 Fall will change into winter. 
 
2.     

Tadpoles turn into frogs. 
 
3.     

Because I got married, sad New Year holidays have changed into good New Year  
holidays. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 

Look at the next set of sentences to see how  (after; since) and the  verb form are 
used together to say things like, “After I eat lunch, I am going home,” or, “I will call you 
after I eat.” The tense of the form is determined by the tense of the second sentence. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[First action using form verb] [second action] 
After I [first action] I will [second action] 

 
 
 
 

12 
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1.     
  After I go to Japan, I will go to Paris. 
 
2.     
  After I eat a hamburger, I will play tennis. 
 
3.      
  After I go to school, I play soccer. 
 
4.     
  I will call you after I get home. 

 
 
 

 
For those of you who have forgotten what an adverb is (or didn’t ever really know), it is 
basically just an adjective for verbs. For example, “quick” is an adjective in the phrase 
“quick lunch,” but an adverb in the phrase “quickly eat lunch.” You can make any 
adjective into an adverb by dropping the final  and then adding a  in its place. The 
verb always comes after the adverb. 

  
 
 
 
 

 
[ adjective] drop  add  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.    
  Please come quickly. 
 
2.     
  Yesterday I went to bed late. 
 
3.       
  My six-year-old daughter drew a picture of dogs cutely. 
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1.    
 What kind of sports can you play? 
  
   
 I can play soccer. 
  
    
 I can play baseball and tennis. 
 
2.      
 In the fall what color do the leaves change to? 
   
     
 They change to red, orange and yellow. 
  
 
 
 
 
Using a piece of paper cover up the entire English portion of the conversations below. Read 
the Japanese conversation several times until you understand it. Only then should you move 
the paper to compare your translation to the English translation. 
 
1. Polite conversation between a boy and a girl who is interested in him 
 A      
 B        
 A      
 B    
 A   
 
 A  Please meet me at the station on Sunday. 
 B  As for Sunday, I am going to play baseball with my friends after my part-time job, so  
  it’s no good. (I can’t). 
 A  Until what time is baseball? Please see me after baseball. 
 B  After that, it is a little… 
 A  I see. It is too bad.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 

12 
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2. Informal conversation between two school friends 
 A      
 B     
 A      
 B        
 
 A  What do you always do in the morning? 
 B  After I do my homework, I go to school. 
 A  What!? You do your homework in the morning? 
 B  Since I go to bed early at night, morning is better. 

 
 
3. Polite conversation between two housewives 
 A      
 B     
 A     

 B      
 
 A  What do you always do at this time? 
 B  I watch TV after cleaning. 
 A  Do you clean everyday? 
 B  Yes, because I like cleaning. Sometimes my husband does it too. 

 
 
4. Mixed conversation between friends 
 A      
 B     
 A       
 B     
 A     
 
 A  What are you going to do at lunch break? 
 B  After eating lunch, I am going to go running.   
 A  I am going to read a book after I drink some green tea. 
 B  Just tea? Aren’t you going to eat lunch? 
 A  No. I am on a diet now. 
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Read the sentences below. Use the information to answer the reading comprehension 
questions later in this lesson. 

 

 
(This reading comprehension is based on an actual letter from a Japanese girl who was eight 
years old at the time she wrote the letter. Only small portions of the letter have been changed 
in order to fit the grammar introduced.) 

12 
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Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson. 
 

     

 
 

12 
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Compose sentences according to the example. 
  
 
 
 

 went to bed
 tonight
 late
 last night

 

 after I watch TV

 after I return home

 after I write a letter

 after I eat lunch 

 

 water to ice

 Shouwa to Heisei

 spring to summer

 green to yellow

 

 baseball

 cooking

 Spanish language

 piano
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Answer the following questions using the words and patterns in this lesson. 

(musical instrument)
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A couple is planning their honeymoon. 
 
 

:    
 

:   
 

:    
 

:  
                                                    

:   
  

:    
 

:     
   
 

:    
                                                    

:    
   

 
 
 New words and expressions in the dialogue 
  

  honeymoon 

  wedding ceremony 

  one night 

  to rest, to have a break 

  travel company 

  package tour 

  to ask 

  about ~, regarding ~ 

  let’s eat! (informal “let’s do” verb form) 
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Use these sheets as extra writing practice for the kanji you have learned up to this point.  
Recently you have learned:  
 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

WRITING PRACTICE
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Make sure you learn the correct stroke order. Correct stroke order will mean neater symbols 
when writing quickly. Also take time to learn the new words for each kanji, as this will help you 
to memorize the different readings. 
 

1

2

5
6

 

  
  

      
      

9 strokes sound music true feelings pronunciation footsteps 
(sound) tone deaf 

 
1

2

 

  
  

      
      

6 strokes thread, 
string knitting yarn needle and 

thread
fluff; piece 
of thread

cotton 
thread 

string phone 
(kids’ toy) 

 

1

2

6

7

 

  
  

      

      

7 strokes car; wheel gear train bicycle automobile wheel 

 

1
2

6 7
 

  
 None 

     
     

7 strokes shell outer shell trumpet shell spiral shell shellfish 

 
 

13 

13 
Kanji Lesson 
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1

3

4  

  
  

     
     

5 strokes ball, sphere polka dots tadpole 100 yen coin onion 

 

1

2 3

4

8

 

  
  

      
      

9 strokes grass grasslands; 
savannah weed Japanese 

footwear 
gesture, 
behavior 

poisonous 
plant 

 
1

3

4

6

 

  
  

      
      

6 strokes bamboo bamboo 
shoots 

bamboo 
(woods) firecracker stilts bamboo 

grove 
 
 
 
 
 
You may have already noticed that some kanji are made up of similar strokes, or even 
several kanji put together. These are called radicals, and if you have a good understanding 
of a radical’s meaning, you can have a pretty good guess at what a particular kanji might 
mean, even if you have never seen it before. Let’s take a look at some of these radicals in 
action. 
 
The kanji for person     squeezes up to become the  radical:     .  Put this 
together with the kanji for “tree”     and you get     which means “rest.”  A person next 
to a tree is resting.  If you take the same tree kanji and add the kanji for stand     and 
look     you get a person standing on a tree watching you, or     which means “parent.”  
 

Here are some other common radicals and the kanji that included them: 

 

 
 
 

13 

 means water. Kanji with this radical are water-related. 
ocean   pond    steam 
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Trace the light gray symbols for practice. Pay attention to stroke order and stroke type. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 has to do with going and coming. 

 far     street   near 

 means grass, and is found in many kanji. 
grass     flower    tea 

13 
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Write the following words in the boxes. This is a great way to practice the new kanji, review 
the vocabulary, and learn new words at the same time. 

 

 
        

sound 

 
        

 
        

thread

car

 
        

shell

 
        

 
        

ball

grass

 
        

bamboo
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polka dots 
 

        

flowering 
grass 

 
        

music
 

      

      

train
 

      

      

100 yen coin
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Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the appropriate kanji. 

 

 
 

 
 7.                

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
1.

 

 

 

 
 

  4.                          

 

 
 

 

 

 
 5.                                   

 

  
 

  
 

  

 2.                            

 3.                               

 6.                         
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1. be able to write and read    
2. review all of the vocabulary groups 

 
  
 

1. learn to make the potential form of verbs to say phrases such as “I can do” and 
“I can’t do.” 

 
 
 
 
 

  an interview 

  an interviewer 

  a secretary 

  normal, everyday, ordinary 

  programming 

  Japanese basil 

  patience; endurance; self-control 

  the ocean, the beach 

  ocean bathing 

  by yourself, alone 

  wallet 
 
 

13 

13 

Amelia’s Interview
the potential verb form13 

Lesson 

Level  
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  dangerous adjective 
 
 
 
 
 

   to swim regular 

   to lose regular 

   to find (active) /  

   to be found (passive) regular 

   to have patience; endure  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 marks the location where the swimming takes place. 

 
 
  

[place]   
 to swim at [place] 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1.      
   I was at the pool with friends on Friday. 
 
2.      
   When I go to Japan next time, I want to swim in the Japan Sea. 
 
3.     
   Because it is cold today I don’t want to swim. 
 
4.    
   It is dangerous, so please don’t swim alone. 

13 

13 

13 
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The object particle  marks the object that is lost. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[item]   
to lose [item] 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.     

I lost my wallet last Thursday. 
 

2.      
I often lose my car keys. 

 
 

 
 

 is an active verb, which means that when someone says it, it means “I will find it,” 
or “they will find it.” Active verbs always imply that they were done by someone and didn’t 
just happen on their own. Active verbs generally use the particle  to mark the object the 
verb acts on. 

 
 
 
 

 
[thing]   

to find [thing] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
1.     

I found a cheap apartment in Tokyo. 
 

2.    
Did you find a good restaurant? 

 
3.      

I found a very cute puppy at the pet shop. 
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is a passive verb.  states that something has been found, and does not 

imply who found the item. Passive verbs generally use the particle  to mark the object 
used with the verb. If you are not directly saying that some particular person has found the 
lost item, then  should be used to say simply, “it was found” 

  
 
 
 

 
[something]   

[something] is found 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1.    
Was your wallet found? 

 
2.     

We went to the mountains, but the bathroom was not found. 
 
 
 
 

 
In Japan, this verb is very cultural in that supposedly Japanese are known for their ability 
to hold back their emotions in public. (No comment on this, just an observation.) The thing 
that is being endured is marked with , but normally this verb is used alone. 

 
 
 

 
[something]   

to endure [something] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1.    
I endured lunch. (This means that the person didn’t eat lunch.) 

 
2.   

This place is cold, but please be patient. 
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There is a pattern used to make a verb into the potential verb form. The “can-do” / 
“able-to-do” verb form is made by changing the last syllable of the dictionary form of the 
verb, which is always the -form, to the -form, and then adding .  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
the  form of a verb +  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Look at the following regular verbs and see how this formula is applied to them.  
 

 
to go 

 
can go 

 
could go 

 
can’t go 

 
to drink 

 
can drink 

 
could drink 

 
can’t drink 

 
to sell 

 
can sell 

 
could sell 

 
can’t sell 

 
to buy 

 
can buy 

 
could buy 

 
can’t buy 

 
Not all verbs fit into the pattern from above. If it is a / verb, you need to drop the 
last  and then add . In other words, the  on the end of each dictionary form is 
replaced with . 

 
 
 
 
  

( / verb) drop  +  
 
 
  
 
 Look at the following /  verbs and see how this formula is applied to them.  
 

 
to eat 

 
can eat 

 
could eat 

 
can’t eat 

13 
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to see 

 
can see 

 
could see 

 
can’t see 

 
to wake up 

 
can wake up 

 
could wake up 

 
can’t wake up 

 
to sleep 

 
can sleep 

 
could sleep 

 
can’t sleep 

 
Since the following /  verbs are actually /  exception verbs and follow the 
regular verb style of conjugation, they are conjugated as follows: 
 

 
to return 

 
can return 

 
could return 

 
can’t return 

 
to cut 

 
can cut 

 
could cut  

 
can’t cut 

  
  (to know)   (to enter)   (to need)  
  (to slide)   (to decrease)   (to knead)  
  (to kick)   (to bite)   (to be mixed) 
   (to talk)   (to extort)   (to be in a hurry) 
  (to run)   (to scatter)   (to shine) 
 
 

 
When using the potential verb form, the particle  is used instead of the object marker . 

 

1.     
 I cannot eat sushi. 
 
 2.     
   I cannot buy a car now. 
   
3.     
  I had a cold yesterday, so I couldn’t drink beer. 
 
4.     
 Tokyo is expensive, so I cannot buy a house there. 
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Using a piece of paper cover up the entire English portion of the conversations below.  Read 
the Japanese conversation several times until you understand it.  Only then should you move 
the paper to compare your translation to the English translation. 
 
1. Polite conversation between a newcomer to Japan and a Japanese person 
 A    
 B    
 A   
 B   
 
 A  Can you eat this? 
 B  Yes I can eat it. It is very delicious. 
 A  What is it? 
 B  It’s Japanese basil. 

 
 
2. Polite conversation between a person from the country and his Tokyo friend 
 A     
 B    
 A     
 B    
 A   
 B        
 
 A  I am looking for a room in Tokyo. 
 B  What kind of room is it? 
 A  A room in which the rent is up to ¥50,000 
 B  You won’t be able to find one in Tokyo. 
 A  What!? Why? 
 B  Because Tokyo has the most expensive rent in Japan. 

 
 
3. Casual conversation between newlyweds 
  A      
 B     
 A    
 
 A  This hotel’s pool is big. 
 B  Yes, and you can also swim 24 hours. 
 A  That is great. Why don’t we swim now? 

 
 

13 
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4. Informal conversation between old friends 
 A      
 B     
 A    
 
 A  I am not working now. 
 B  Why aren’t you working?  
 A  Since my foot hurts, I cannot work. 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
Using a piece of paper, cover up the entire Japanese portion of the conversations below. 
Translate the English conversation to Japanese. Only after you have translated the entire 
conversation should you move the paper to check your work. 
 

1. Informal conversation between two school friends 
 A  Can you swim? 
 B  Yes, I can swim. 
 A  Won’t you go to the pool with me tomorrow? 
 B  That sounds good. How shall we go? 
 A  Let’s go by bicycle. 
 B  It’s far to the pool! You can’t go by bicycle! 
 A  Well then let’s go by bus. 
 
 A    
 B   
 A     ? 
 B    
 A      
 B      
 A    

 
2. Polite conversation between friends 
 A  What languages can you speak?  
 B  I can speak French and English. 
 A  That is amazing.  What other language do you want to speak? 
 B  I want to speak Chinese. 
 
 A    
 B     
 A     
 B    

 

13 
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Read the sentences below. Use the information to answer the reading comprehension 
questions later in this lesson. 
 

     
     
      
      
     

 
 
 
 

  
 

    
 

     
 

        
                     
                
 

     
 

     
 

    
 

   
 

    
 

      
               
 

    
 

    
 

       
  

13 

13 
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Answer the following questions about the reading comprehension in this lesson. 
 

 

13 
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Compose sentences according to the example. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 can’t get up
 can eat breakfast
 can’t eat breakfast
 can go to work

 

 wallet

 last Wednesday

 cell phone

 the day before yesterday    

 

 cute dress at this store

 cool T-shirt at Disneyland

 sea shells at the beach 

 nice ring at the department store 
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 Keiko’s puppy

 Mr. Tanaka’s keys 

 good Japanese dictionary

 inexpensive Japanese restaurant  

 

 can buy a new house

 can return home

 can sell my old car

 can see my best friend  

 
 Answer the following questions using the words and patterns in this lesson. 
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Ken lost his house key at school and he was waiting outside until his mother came back 
home. 

 
 

:     
 

:     
 

:  
 

:  
                                                    

:  
  

:    
 

:       
 

:     
 

:   
 
 
 New words and expressions in the dialogue 
  

  forgotten items 

  to make 
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Fill in the blanks with appropriate particles. 
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The 
APPENDICES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX B Answer Key 

APPENDIX A Vocabulary Groups 
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Asia   
Europe   
Oceania   
Middle East   
Africa   
North Pole   
South Pole   
equator   
Atlantic Ocean   
Pacific Ocean   
Japan Sea   
national border   
United Nations   

 
 
 
 
electricity   
wall   
emergency exit   
door   
curtains   
carpet   
roof   
floor   
ceiling   
rooftop   
basement   
shower   
electric outlet   
hanger   
iron   
radio   
washing machine   
 
 
 
 

A  

B  

APPENDIX A Vocabulary Groups 
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brush   
safety pin   
toilet paper   
flower vase   
pots and pans   
kitchen knife   
frying pan   
cutting board   
kettle   
candle   

 
 
 
 
 
Christmas tree   
Santa Claus   
reindeer   
fireplace   
snowman   
bell  /   /  
Merry Christmas   

 
 
 
 
 
grave   
bat    
devil   
skeleton   
ghost   
blood   

 
 
 
 
 
wedding ring   
bouquet   
wedding cake   
wedding dress   

C  

D 

E 

F 
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divorce   
lawyer   
heart   
wine   
red wine   
rose wine   
white wine   
champagne   

 
 
 
 
 
parking lot   
taxi stand   
elevator   
escalator   
bus stop   
library   
railroad crossing   
sidewalk   

 
 
 
 
 
 
calculator   
tape (cellophane)   
two-sided tape   
stapler   
file cabinet     
paper clip   
folder   
ballpoint pen   
ink   
correction fluid   
hole puncher   
pencil sharpener   
appointment book   
laptop computer   
safe (to secure valuables)   
piggy bank   
tip (for services)   

G 

H 
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handicap   
a cold   
headache   
injury   
thermometer (for body)   
x-ray   
surgery   
shot   
cough   
tears   
bandage, dressing   
balloon   
dentures (false teeth)   
hives, rash   
vitamins   
wheelchair   

 
 
 
 
 
stomach   
lungs   
muscles   
dimples   
thumb   
index finger   
middle finger   
ring finger   
pinky (little finger)   
armpit   
arm   
bone   
breasts, chest   
front teeth   
molars    
tongue   
beard   
pimple   

 
 

I 

J 
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film   
development    
disposable camera   
film shop   
photograph   
Polaroid   
negative   
tripod   

 
 
 
 
 
butterfly   
grasshopper   
spider   
caterpillar   
scorpion   
ladybug   

 
 
 
 
potted plants   
bamboo   
palm tree   
cactus   
tulip   
sunflower   
acorn   
mushroom   

 
 
 
 
circle   
triangle   
square   
box   
rectangle   

 
 

K 

L 

M 

N 
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button   
sandals   
sneakers   
high heels   
one-piece dress   
jacket   
jeans   
shoelace   

 
 
 
 
 
paint   
nail   
screw   
saw   
hammer   
screwdriver   
flathead screwdriver     
Phillips screwdriver     
bucket   
car battery   
battery   
flashlight   
ladder   

 
 
 
 
 
vocabulary, words   
noun   
adjective   
verb   
grammar   
test  /   /  

 
 
 
 
 

O 

P 

Q 
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We don’t intend any offense by the next set of words – you never know when such vocabulary 
might come in handy. 
 
hiccups   
fart   
burp   
sneeze   
urine  (everyday way)   
feces   (everyday way)   
booger   
snot   
slobber   
snoring   
yawn   
 
 

 
 
 
rocket   
bomb   
rifle   
pistol   
army knife   
canteen   
war   
war aircraft   
submarine   
air force   
army   
navy   
self-defense force   
nuclear bomb   
tank   

 
 
 
 
 
front desk   
checkout   
check-in   

R 

S 

T 
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room service   
buffet   
vending machine   
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Fill in the kanji 
 
1.     
 Tomorrow I will get up at 6:45. 
 
2.      
 There are three sheets of paper and two pencils. 
 
3.    

  I will go on the third of February at four o’clock. 
  
4.    
 My dad is 61 years old. 
 
5.    
 Everyday, I drink one bottle of beer. 
  
6.     
 I have five friends in Japan. (There are five friends in Japan.) 
 
7.   
 I will come around 2:40. 

Reading comprehension translation 
 

My girlfriend is a 26-year-old nurse.   
She is Japanese.   
Her name is Masumi.   
Masumi will be coming to America on December 5th for the first time.   
She will be staying at my house until December 13th.   
She will return to Japan on the morning of the 13th.   
She works everyday until seven in the evening.   
She often calls me after work.   
I call her every Monday night.   
We always talk about two hours. 
But, the last time was about four hours, so I don't have any more money.   
My phone bill for the last month was $459 in total.  

 
 Mother Hello? This is Takahara. 
 Chris Hello, this is Chris. Is Masumi there? 
 Mother Yes, please wait a moment. 
  
 Masumi Hello? 
 Chris Hello, this is Chris. 
 Masumi Oh, Chris! What time is it in America now? 
 Chris It is five o’clock in the morning. How about Japan? 
 Masumi It is nine o’clock in the evening. What are you going to do today? 
 Chris I am going to work at seven thirty. When are you coming to America? 
 Masumi I am going (there) on December fifth. It is a 3:45 flight. 
 Chris I am happy. Come here soon. I am lonely because I am alone.

APPENDIX B Answer Key 
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 Masumi Me too. Oh, sorry. We are going to have dinner now, so I will call you later. 
 Chris Ok. Well, talk to you later. Bye. 
 Masumi Do you best on your work. Bye. 
 
Reading comprehension questions 
 
1.  What is the speaker’s girlfriend’s name? 
  
 
2.  When is Masumi coming to America? 
    
 
3. Does Masumi stay at a hotel in America? 

      
  
4.  When is she going back to Japan? 
     
 
5.  What is her job? 
  
  
6.  Until what time does she work? 
   
 
7.  When does she call the narrator? 
    
 
8.  When does the speaker call Masumi? 
     
 
9.  About how many hours does the speaker normally talk to Masumi on the phone? 
  
 
10.  Why doesn’t the speaker have any money? 
      
 
Substitution drill  
 
1.     
     
     
     
 
2.     
    
    
   
3.   

  
   
   

 
4.    
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Question and answer (sample answers) 
 
1.      
     
 
2.    

   
 
3.   [or the name of the city you live in now]   

   
 
4.     

    
 

5.   
   
 
6.    

  
 
7.     

 
 

 
 

Fill in the kanji 
 
1.    
 I was in Japan for fourteen and half years. 
 
2.     
 I came to America twenty years ago. 
 
4.    

  Please come at seven o’clock on May 8th. 
  
4.    
 My grandma is 83 years old. 
 
5.    
 This shirt is 9,800 yen. 
  
6.       
 There are seven people and six cats. 
 
7.     
 I will buy 2,900 tickets. 

 
Writing Review – Katakana countries 
 
1.   2.  3.  4.  
5.  6.  7.  8.  
9.  10.  11.  12.  
13.  14.  15.  
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Reading comprehension translation 
 

 Dear. Mr. Mikami, 
Hello. It’s been a while.  
How is everyone? 
Everyone here is fine. 
Today, Las Vegas is very hot.   
It was very hot yesterday, too.   
It’s our first time in Las Vegas.   
We came here from Japan three days ago.   
It took eleven hours to Las Vegas by plane.   
My mom is shopping everyday.   
The night before last, I bought a cute mini skirt and shoes at the shopping mall with my older sister.   
They were very cheap.   
My dad loves gambling.   
I don’t like it because I don’t have so much money.   
We are going back to Japan tomorrow.   
Well, please take care of yourself. 
From Mariko Kudo 

 
Reading comprehension questions 
 
1.  Where is Mariko now? 
     
 
2.  Is it cold in Las Vegas today? 
     
 
 
3.  Was it cold yesterday? 
    
 
4.  How long does it take from Japan to Las Vegas by plane? 
  
 
 
5  What did Mariko buy the day before yesterday? 
    
 
6  Where did she buy them? 
   
 
7  With whom did she go to the shopping mall? 
    
 
8  Does her dad like gambling? 

 
 

9  Does Mariko dislike gambling? 
 

 
 10. Why does she dislike gambling? 

  
 
 11. When is she going back to Japan? 
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Substitution drill  
 
1.    
   
   
    
 
2.      
     
     
    
 
3.     

    
    
    

 
4.     
    
    
    

 
Question and answer (sample answers) 
 
1.    
   
 
2.   

  
 

3.   
    

 
4.    

   
 

5.   
   
 
6.   
   
 
7.   

  
 

8.    
   

 
Practice (sample answers) 
 
1.      I read a book twice a week. 
2.     I write a letter once a year. 
3.     I sleep eight hours a day. 
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Fill in the kanji 
 
1.    
 There is five thousand three hundred yen. 
 
 
2.     
 I will leave for Japan on June 7th. 
 
3.    

  On Tuesdays, my work is from four o’clock. 
  
4.     
 There are twenty trees over there. 
 
5.      
 Please give me four waters and a menu. 
  
6.     
 Next Monday is the 10th. 

 
Reading comprehension translation 

 
My name is Yoshie.   
My mom’s name is Shizuka.   
The meaning of “shizuka” in English is “quiet”.   
But my mom is very loud.  
She is loud from morning till night.   

 
Listen everyone.   

 For example, this is our conversation in the morning:  
 
Mom:   Wake up, Yoshie! It’s already eight o’clock.   
Yoshie: Huh? Is it eight already? I’ll be late for work! 

 Mom: Eat breakfast, okay?  
 Yoshie: I don’t have time, so I’ll go now. I’ll eat this apple in the car.   
 Mom: No, no, please drink milk too!  
 Yoshie: Okay, okay. I’m leaving.  
 Mom: See you later. 

 
 

Reading comprehension questions 
 
1.  What is Yoshie’s mom’s name? 
    
 
2.  What does “shizuka” mean in English? 
   ”quiet”  
 
3.  Is Yoshie’s mom quiet? 
      
 
4.  What time did Yoshie wake up? 
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5  What kind of breakfast did Yoshie eat? 
   
 
6  Where did she eat her breakfast? 
    
 
7  What did she drink? 
   
8. What does ittekimasu mean in English? 

  “I am leaving (and come back)”  
 
9. What does itterasshai mean in English?  

  “Go and come back safely”  
 

Substitution drill  
 
1.    
   
   
   
 
2.   ( )  
   
   
   
 
3.   

  
  
  

 
4.  CD   
   
   
   

 
Practice (sample answers) 
 
1.    
2.   
3.   
4.  
5.   
6.      
 
Translation 
 
1.   
2.   
3.   

 
4.    
5.     
6.    
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7.    
8.   

 
  

 
Fill in the kanji 

 
1.      
 There are ten people under the tree. 
 
2.    
 November 3rd is a holiday. 
 
3.     

  On Saturdays, I eat lunch at 12:00 o’clock. 
  
4.      
 There are forty sheets of paper on the table. 
 
5.     
 There are six chairs on my left. 
  
6.     
 Please look every direction carefully. 
 
7.    

Please don’t take a day off on Friday of next week. 
 
Reading comprehension translation 

 
 I am going to Ken Mikami’s concert with my friend today. 

I love Ken Mikami’s songs.   
I want all of his CDs.   
Because Ken Mikami has lots of fans, I bought tickets three months ago.  
The ticket was 5,800 yen.   
My friend said it is expensive, but I don’t think it is expensive.   
The concert starts at nine o’clock. 
We will wait in front of the concert hall starting at eight. 
It takes an hour from my friend’s house to the concert hall. 
 My friend said she will stay home until six fifty. 

 I am going by my friend’s car.  
 
Reading comprehension questions 
 
1.  Where will the speaker go today? 
    
 
2.  Why is she going to Ken Mikami’s concert? 
    

 
3.  When did she buy the tickets? 
   
 
4.  How much was the ticket? 
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5.  Who said, “The ticket is expensive”? 
     
 
6.  Did the speaker think the ticket was expensive? 
  
 
7.  What time does the concert begin? 
  
 
8. What does the speaker do between eight and nine o’clock? 

    
 
 9. How long does it take from the friend’s house to the hall? 

  
 
 10. Until what time does the friend stay home? 

  
 

Substitution drill  
 
1.     
    
    
    
    
 
2.      
      
      
     
     
 
3.   

  
  
  
  

 
Translation (sample answers) 
 
1.  I think my Japanese class is difficult. 
     
 
2.  I think Mt. Fuji is pretty. 
    
 
3.  I think sushi is not delicious. 
    
 
4.  I think I will go to the park this Saturday. 
      
 
5.  I think I won’t study Japanese this Sunday. 
      
 
 



290     YesJapan.com    

6.  I think my mom likes my boyfriend. 
      
 
7.  I heard my teacher dislikes fish. 
     

 
8.  I heard there are lots of hot springs in Japan. 
      

 
 

 
 

Fill in the kanji 
 
1.      
 I have three classes at college tomorrow. 
 
2.      
 There are two small tables in a room. 
 
3.   

  A big apple is six hundred yen. 
  
4.     
 I heard that lady over there is thirty years old. 
 
5.      
 I always wink with my right eye. 
  
6.      
 There are twenty five people in this class. 
 
7.    
 I am in the middle of work right now, let’s meet at five o’clock. 
 
Reading comprehension translation 

 
 On the 20th of next month, Mr. Sato will take a trip with his family. 

He (dad) asked everyone in his family, “where would you like (to go)?”.  
Mom answered, “A hot spring would be good. Let’s all eat something delicious.”   
Older sister said, “Disneyland is better than a hot spring.  
Younger brother, Jun, thinks Disneyland would be better too.   
Dad said to the kids, “Since mom is always cleaning, cooking, and doing laundry, (going to)        .  

  a hot spring would be better than Disneyland.” 
In the end, we went to a hot spring resort. 
In Japanese hot springs, there are men’s baths and women’s baths. 
There is also “mixed bathing” (men and women) 
Japanese people love hot springs. 
 The meals at hot springs are Japanese-style. 

 The kids thought the hot spring resort was better than the a hotel.  
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Reading comprehension questions 
 

1.  When will Mr. Sato’s family take a trip? 
    
 
2.  What did the mom say would be good? 
     
 
3.  What did the older sister say would be good? 
     
 
4.  Why did the dad say that a hot spring is good? 

       
 
5.  Where did everyone go after all? 
   
 

 6. Which one did the kids like, a hotel or a hot spring? 
    

 
Practice 1  
 
1.  
2.  
3.   
4.   
5.   
6.   
 
Practice 2 (sample answers) 
 
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
 
Substitution drill  
 
1.    
   
   
   
  
2.    
  
   
   
 
3.    
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Question and answer (sample answers) 
 
1.   
  
 
2.  

 
 
3.  

 
 
4.  

 
 

5.    
   
 
6.    
   
 
7.   

  
 

8.   
  

9.   
  

 
 10.   

   
 
 11.    

    
 

 
 

Fill in the kanji 
 
1.     
 My hands and feet are big. 
 
2.      
 There are four people in front of that entrance over there. 
 
3.    

  The karate class is on Wednesdays. 
  
4.     
 My right leg hurts. It doesn’t have any strength. 
 
5.    
 My dog has small ears. 
  
6.   
 The melon to your left is three thousand yen. 
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7.   
The population of Tokyo is about twelve million. 

Reading comprehension translation 
 

 Akira and Johnson are friend's since elementary school.   
The two of them met six years ago in America.  
Akira was visiting his older sister’s home on summer vacation.   
Akira's older sister is married to an American.  
Johnson lived next to his sister’s house.  
There was a brown dog and a very cute turtle at Johnson's house.    
Since Akira really liked animals, he often played at Jonson's house.  
Both of them are high school students now.  
Johnson is currently homestaying at Akira's house in Japan for about one month.  
There are also three animals at Akira's house.  
They are two rabbits and a pig.  

 There is a petshop next to their school.  
 That petshop sells various interesting animals.  
 Akira works there part time.  

 
Reading comprehension questions 

 
1.  Where did they meet? 
   
 
2.  What kind of pets did Johnson have? 
    
 
3.  Why did Akira often play in Johnson’s house? 

  
 
4.  How long has Johnson been staying in Japan? 
  
 

 5. Akira has been working part time at a pet shop. Where is it? 
   

 
Substitution drill  
 
1.    
   
   
     
     
 
2.     
    
    
    
   

 
3.     
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Particles 
 
1.   
  
2.  
 
3.  

 
4.  
  
5.  
  
6.   
7.  
 
8.  

 
 9.   
 
 10.  
  

Adjectives 
 
1.  (heavy)  (light) 
2. (loud)  (quiet) 
3. (new)  (old) 
4. (bright)  (dark) 
5. (hot)  (cold) 
6. (far)  (near) 
7. (interesting)  (boring) 

 
Practice 
1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   
5.   

 
 

 
Fill in the kanji 
 
1.    
 Mr. Yamaguchi’s kids are small and cute. 
 
2.      
 Yuka is in fifth grade. 
 
3.    

That lady over there is pretty, so she stands out. 
4.      
 A teacher said, “Don’t stand on your desk”. 
 
5.     
 College students have summer vacation starting in June. 
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6.    
 That middle school over there is big, isn’t it? 
 
7.    

  There is a man standing at the exit of the station. 
  
Reading comprehension translation 

 
 Tongue Twister  

In the backyard there are two, in the front yard there are two, there are chickens. 
 

 This is a Japanese tongue twister.  
 The uraniwa means "backyard".   

The niwa in this tongue twister has two meanings. 
The first one is a "front yard".  
The second one is the number of chickens.  
A long time ago, the majority of Japanese homes raised chickens.  
In the yard (niwa) of Japanese houses, there were these birds (tori) 
Therefore, the name of these birds became "niwatori".  

 
Reading comprehension questions 
 
1.  How do you call hayakuchi kotoba in English? 
   tongue twister  
 
2.  What is the meaning of uraniwa? 
   backyard  
 
3.  How many meanings does the niwa in this tongue twister have? 
  
 
4.  What does the first niwa mean?  
      
 
5.  What does the second niwa mean? 
     
 
6.  What did most Japanese homes raise a long time ago? 
      
 
7.  Why did the name of this bird become niwatori? 
    

 
Counters 
1.   (three birds or rabbits) 
2.  (number two) 
3.  (four small animals) 
4.  (four people) 
5.  (first of the month) 
6.  (four o’clock) 
7.  (March) 
8.  (one long object) 
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Short dialogue translation 
  Judge 1: Which dog do you think is good? 
  Judge 2: Let’s see… I think the first dog is good, since the size is just right and he is also 

popular. 
 Judge 1: I think the third dog is going to become a star because he is small and cute. 
 Judge 1: How about the fourth dog? 
 Judge 2: Umm…he was popular a long time ago, but he is a little too old for current movies. 
 Judge 1: I see. Well then, let’s decide between the first and the second one. 
 

Question and answer (sample answers) 
 

1.    
  
 
2.    

   
 
3.    

  
 
4.    

  
 

5.   
  

 
Translation 
1.     
2.    
3.    
4.    
5.      
6.    
7.     

 
 

 
Fill in the kanji 
 
1.      
 The weather is good. Let’s go hiking in the mountains. 

 
2.      
 Because it rained a lot, there is a lot of water in the river. 
3.    

  Because the air is clean, the Milky Way is pretty. 
  
4.      
 The second one from the right is Mt. Fuji. 
 
5.     
 I am always not in high spirits on Mondays. 
  
6.     
 There are five stars in the sky. 
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7.      
I went on a picnic by the river with six kids. 

Reading comprehension translation 
 

1. Aiko Sato lives in Osaka.   
2. This year, she became twenty-five years old.   
3. Aiko is a music teacher.    
4. Aiko has fifteen students.  
4. She has students from three years old to six years old.  
 
6. Her school is in Kobe.  
7. It takes about twenty minutes by train. 
8. Morning classes start from nine o'clock, so she gets up two hours before that.  
9. Those classes end at eleven.  
10. She always eats her lunch at an Italian restaurant in front of school. 
 
11. This restaurant is very cheap.  
12. Afternoon classes start at one.  
13. They end at four.  
14. There are four classes in a day.  
15. She returns to her home around five thirty.  
 
16. Mostly she eats dinner at home. 
17. Aiko's family is mother, father and younger sister.  
18. Her younger sister is still a high school student. 
19. Her younger sister has a part time job at a pharmacy from Thursday to Saturday.   
20. Her father is a salary man.   
 
21. Her mother has a job too.   
22. Aiko doesn't have classes on Saturday and Sunday.   
23. She sleeps until ten in the morning on her days off.   
24. Every family member has a day off on Sunday.   
25. Once a month, they play tennis at a park on Sunday.  
 
Reading comprehension questions 
 
1.  Where does Aiko Sato live? 
   
 
2.  How old is Aiko? 
    
 
3.  What is Aiko’s job? 
   
4.  How many students does Aiko have? 
  
 
5.  About how old are her students? 
   
 
6.  Where is Aiko’s school? 
   
 
7.  What time does her morning class start? 
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8.  Where does she always eat lunch? 
      
 
9. What time does her afternoon class start? 

   
 

 10. How many classes a day does she have? 
  

 
 11. What time does she go home? 

 
 

 12. Where does she eat dinner? 
   

 
 13. How many people are there in Aiko’s family? 

 
 
 14. What kind of part-time job does Aiko’s sister have? 

   
 
 15. What does her father do? 

 
 
 16. What day of the week are her days off? 

    
 
 17. What does Aiko’s family do on Sunday? 

     
 
Substitution drill  
 
1.      
     
     
      

 
2.    
   
   
   
 
3.     

    
     
     

 
4.     
     
     
     

 
Question and answer (sample answers) 
 
1.   
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2.    
   

 
3.  (Sony)   

 (University of California)   
 

4.    
   

 
5.   

   
 

6.   
   

 
 

 
Fill in the kanji 
 
1.      
 It isn’t hot in the forests and woods. 
 
2.      
 There are six big stones over there. 
 
3.    

  There is a small bug under the desk. 
  
4.      
 Japanese kids love fire works. 
 
5.     
 I have lived in this town since 2003. 
  
6.     
 There are ten puppies. 
 
7.     

  My dog has blue eyes and gray ears. 

Reading comprehension translation 
 

 Tomorrow is my birthday.   
I will be twenty one years old.  
My birthday party starts from two at my grandmother's house.    
I think thirty people will probably come.  
My best friend Takako said she won’t come to the party because her work ends at five.  
That's too bad.  
I would like to watch Tom Cruise's new movie after the party.  
I am a big fan of Tom Cruise.  
After the party 

 The party was very fun. 
 Takako didn't come, but I am going to go shopping with her tomorrow at four.  
 Takako said she wants to buy some cosmetics. 
 I don’t want to buy anything. 
 But I want to show my birthday gifts to Takako.
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Reading comprehension questions 
 
1.  When is the speaker’s birthday? 
  
 
2.  How old will she be tomorrow? 
   
 
3.  Where will they have her birthday party? 
    
 
4.  What time does the birthday party begin? 
   
 
 
5.  What is the name of the speaker’s best friend? 
  
 
6.  Will Takako come to the party tomorrow? 
  
 
7.  Why is that? 

    
 
8.  What do you think the speaker will do after the party? 
    

  
 9. On the day after the party, with whom will the speaker go shopping? 

    
 
 10. What does Takako want? 

  

 11. What does the speaker want to buy? 
  

 
Verb conjugation review 
 

  English Dictionary Form  form  form 

1 to do your best    

2 to work    

3 to shop    

4 to pay    

5 to answer    
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6 to meet    

7 to play    

8 to live    

9 to show    

10 to smoke    

11 to raise an animal    

12 to begin (active)    

 
Substitution drill  
 
1.     
     
    
    
  
2.    
   
   
   
 
3.   

  
   
   

 
4.   

  
 

   
   

Translation 
 
1.    
 
2.     
 
3.    
 
4.    
 
5.      
 
6.      
 
7.    
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Short dialogue translation 
 

 Tanaka Mr. Yamada, you are smoking cigarettes again, aren’t you? 
 Yamada Yes. It is becoming my habit lately. 
 Tanaka How many cigarettes have you smoked today? 
 Yamada Maybe this is the fifteenth one. I always smoke more than twenty cigarettes (a day). 
 Tanaka I see. I don’t smoke at all. 
 Yamada Why? 
 Tanaka Since I heard that you are going to get cancer (if you smoke), 
  I came to dislike cigarettes. 
 Yamada I see…well then, do you think I will be okay if I smoke less than ten cigarettes? 
 Tanaka No good! Let’s stop smoking! 
 

Question and answer (sample answers) 
 
1.      
     
 
2.  

 
 
3.    

    
 

4.   
  

 
5.   

 
 

6.    
   

 
7.  

 
 

 
 

Fill in the kanji 
 
1.      
 There are four hundred people in that village. 
 
2.      
 There are many rice paddies in Japan. 
 
3.    

The red sunset over the mountain is beautiful, isn’t it? 
 

4.      
 There are seven white clouds in the blue sky. 
 
5.    
 Who is that Caucasian girl? 
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6.      
 Saturday is my day off. I want to see a movie. 
 
7.      
 There are white and red flowers by the rice paddy. 

Reading comprehension translation 
 

 Yumiko had a lot of cavities when she was little.   
She hated dentists, so she didn’t go to the dentist so much.  
When she was in the fifth grade, she went to a dentist’s office in a town next to hers for the first time.   
There was a very kind female assistant in the office.  
The lady always said, “It’s okay”.  
Yumiko began to like dentists from then.  
Now she is working for a dentist.  

 
Reading comprehension questions 
 
1.  Did Yumiko have cavities when she was little? 
    
 
2.  Did Yumiko like dentists? 
  
 
3.  When did she go to a dentist’s office for the first time? 
    
 
4.  Where was the dentist that she went? 
     
 
5.  What kind of assistant was there? 
      
 
6.  What did the assistant always say to Yumiko? 
    
 
7.  Why did Yumiko become to like dentists? 

   
 

8.  Where does she work now? 
   

 
Substitution drill  
 
1.     
    
    
    
  
2.     
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3.    
    

     
    

 
4.   

 
  
  

 
Translation 
 
1.     
 When I did the homework, I didn’t understand/know this kanji. 
 
2.      
 When dad comes back, let’s have a meal together. 
 
3.      
 When I practice kanji, I am always sleepy. 
 
4.      
 When I gamble, I want lots of money. 

 
Question and answer (sample answers) 
 
1.    
  
 
2.    
   
 
3.   

   
 
4.    
    
 
5.   

  
 

6.    
   

 
7.    

    
 
8.   

  
 

9.     
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Useful Expressions 
 
1.   2.  3.  
4.  5.  6.  
7.  8.  9.   
 

 
 

Fill in the kanji 
 
1.     
 My teacher said a tongue twister. 
 
2.      
 Yumiko will become a middle school student in April. 
 
3.     

I turned my homework in last Thursday. 
  
4.     
 Japanese sentences are hard. 
5.     
 An exit is on the right side of that escalator over there. 
  
6.     
 I leave home at eight o’clock every day. 
 
7.   
 I want to go to college soon. 

Reading comprehension translation 
 

 Scott got transferred to Tokyo two weeks ago.   
He is in his company’s dorm now.  
His company sells American shoes.    
His dorm room is a two-person room, so he is looking for an apartment that’s close to his work.  
Today, he went to a realtor’s office. 
The realtor was a nice person. 
Scott studied Japanese in school in America, so he can speak Japanese.  

 
Main Conversation Translation 

 Realtor: Welcome. Are you looking for a room? 
 Scott: Yes, I am looking for an apartment. 
 Realtor: What kind of apartment is good? 
 Scott: A convenient place for shopping and commuting to work would be good. 
 Realtor: Where is your place of work? 
 Scott: It is close to Shinjuku station. 

Realtor: Well… there are two. The first apartment is new and it takes 15 minutes from Shinjuku 
station by train. And the second one-room apartment is old and it takes 25 minutes by 
bus. The first one is a little more expensive than the second one. But it is a very quiet 
place. 

 Scott: Well then, I want to see the apartment. 
 Realtor: Okay. Let’s go now. 
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Reading comprehension questions 
 
1.  How do you say tenkin in English? 
   job transfer  
 
2.  When did Scott get transferred to Tokyo? 
   
 
3.  Where does he live now? 
    
 
 
4.  What kind of company is Scott’s company? 
      
 
5. Does Scott have a roommate? 
  
 
6.  Does Scott want to stay in his dorm? 
  
 
7.  Why? 
    
 
8.  Then where does he want to live? 
     
 

 9. Where did he go today? 
  

 
 10. What kind of person was the realtor? 

 

 11. Can Scott speak Japanese? 
 

 
12. Why can he speak Japanese?  

    
 

Substitution drill  
 
1.    
   
   
   
  
2.    
   
   
   
 
3.    
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Fill in the kanji 
 
1.       
 Japanese college students often work part-time. 
 
2.    
 Please write correct kanji. 
 
3.     

  There are nine middle schools in this town. 
  
4.   
 Please tell me the name of that white flower. 
 
5.    
 Mr. Yamada came to this village seven years ago. 
  
6.    
 My younger sister is an elementary school student. 
 
7.    
 The weather was bad on New Year’s Day last year. 

Translation 
 
1.   name of the restaurant   
 
2.                 
 
3.                
 
4.                

 
Question and answer (sample answers) 
 
1.     
     
 
2.     
    
  
3.     
     
 
4.    
    
 
5.    
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6.     
    
 
7.  
   
  
8.   
   
 
Short dialogue translation 
 

  Mr. Deguchi: You don’t look good, Mr. Murata. What happended? 
  Mr. Murata: Actually, I got transferred to New York. 
  Mr. Deguchi: That’s great. When are you leaving? 
  Mr. Murata: The 10th of next month. But I don’t want to go. 
  Mr. Deguchi: Why? 
  Mr. Murata: Because I can’t speak English. 
  Mr. Deguchi: You can’t speak at all? 
  Mr. Murata: I can just do greetings. I will look for an English teacher in New York. 
  Mr. Deguchi: Please do your best. 
 

Reading comprehension translation 
 
 Oct. 27th, Heisei 18  
 To Take chan,  

 Thank you for your letter.    
 Is a foreign country fun? 
 I became a 3rd grader.  
 My class changed,too. And I made some new friends too.  
 I came to like school after I became a 3rd grader.  
  Are Take-chan and Sachiko-chan doing well?  
 Yuko and I are fine. 
 I drew a picture of a dress on the back of this letter. 
 Plese take a look. 
 Write me a letter again.  

 From Atsuko 
 
Reading comprehension questions 
 
1.  Who wrote this letter to whom? 
    
 
2.  What grade is Atsuko in now? 
  
 
3.  Is Atsuko’s class same as before? 
  
 
4.  Did Atsuko make new friends after she became a 3rd grader? 
  
 
5.  Who do you think “Sachiko” is? 
     
 
6.  Who do you think “Yuko” is? 
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7.  What is on the back of this letter? 
    
 
8.  Who drew the picture of the dress? 
    
 

 9. When did Atsuko write this letter? 
  

 
Substitution drill  
 
1.    
   
   
   
 
2.     
    
    
    
 
3.    
   
   
   
 
Question and answer (sample answers) 
 
1.     
   
 
2.     
   
 
 
3.        
   
  
4.   
    
 
5.   
   

 
Short dialogue translation 
 

 Hiroshi: Yukiko, where do you want to go for our honeymoon? 

 Yukiko: Let’s see… how about Italy? 

 Hiroshi: Sounds good. Do you want to go right after the wedding? 

 Yukiko: No. I want to go after having a night’s rest. 

 Hiroshi: Okay. Are we going to Italy only? 

 Yukiko: I also want to go to France and Germany. 
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 Hiroshi: Well then, I am going to a travel agency after I finish work tomorrow. 

   And I will ask about package tours to Europe. 

 Yukiko: I want to go with you. 

 Hiroshi: Well then, let’s have dinner at the usual restaurant after I go to the travel agency. 

 
 

Fill in the kanji 
 
1.     
 I listen to music in the car. 
 
2.       
 Big towns are noisy with train and car noises. 
 
3.      

  I found four red shells and five white shells. 
 
4.     
 The 100 yen coin is found under the desk. 
 
 
5.       
 The color of the grass and trees is pretty in May. 
  
6.    
 The blue polka dot shirt is six thousand yen. 
 
7.    

  I looked for bamboo shoots in a bamboo forest. 

Reading comprehension translation 
 

 Amelia is looking for a new job.  
 She works at a supermarket now. 

Since she went to Japan three and half years ago, she started studying Japanese.  
Since she can speak Japanese, she wants to work for a Japanese company.  
Tomorrow, she is going to have an interview with a computer company.  

 
 The interview  
 
 Interviewer:  You are Amelia, right?  
 Amelia: Yes, I am Amelia. Nice to meet you.  
 Interviewer:  Nice to meet you, too. Why do you want to work here?  
 Amelia:  When I went to Japan for the first time, I came to like Japan. And I can handle computers.  
   This company is the biggest Japanese company in America, so I thought I would like to  
   work here.  
 Interviewer: I see. There is a secretary position open. What languages do you speak?  
 Amelia:  I can speak English, Spanish, and Japanese.  
 Interviewer:  How much Japanese can you speak? 
 Amelia: I can speak daily conversation. 
 Interviewer:  Also, can you write letters in Japanese?  
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 Amelia:  I can write a little. I can write hiragana and katakana, but I am still studying kanji.  
 Interviewer:  Where did you study computers?   
 Amelia:  I studied computer programming at college.  
 Interviewer:  That's good. Can you come back here again on the first of next month? 
 Amelia:  Yes, of course. 
 Interviewer:  Well then, please come at eight thirty. We will have a second interview. 
 Amelia:  Yes, I will. Thank you very much.  
 
Reading comprehension questions 

1.  What is Amelia looking for right now? 
   
 
2.  Where does she work now? 
   
 
3.  When did she go to Japan? 
   
 
4.  What kind of company does she think she wants to work for? 
     
 
5.  Why is that? 
   
 
6.  Which company is she having an interview with? 
    
 
7.  Why did she think she wanted to have an interview with that company? 
   
 
8.  What languages does she speak? 
      
 

 9. How much Japanese can she speak? 
  

 10. How much kanji can she write? 
   

 
 11. Can she handle a computer? 

     
 

 12. Did she find a job at the computer company?  
     

 
Substitution drill  
 
1.      
     
     
   
 
2.     
  T   
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3.     
   

    
    
 
4.   

  
   
   
 
Question and answer (sample answers) 
 
1.    
    
 
2.     
   
 
3.   
  
  
4.   
   
 
5.   
  

 
Short dialogue translation 
 

  Mother Ken-chan. What are you doing outside? You have a key, don’t you? 
 Ken No. I lost it when I was swimming in the pool at shool. 
 Mother What? You lost it? 
 Ken Yes. I looked for it, but I couldn’t find it. 
 Mother Well then, what are you going to do? 
 Ken Do you have one more key? 
 Mother Not any more. Go to the Lost and Found center at school tomorrow. 
 Ken Okay. Can you make a new one if it is not there? 
 Mother All right. But don’t lose it anymore, okay? 

 
Particles 
 
1.      
2.       
3.       
4.      
5.     
6.     
7.      
8.       

 9.    
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The 

GLOSSARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLOSSARY English-Japanese Level  

GLOSSARY Japanese-English Level  
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English Japanese  Kanji 
   

    

A 
[to be] able to do, can do    

about how long?; how much?   

acorns    

adjectives    

advertisement    

Africa    

after all, in the end    

again    

air force    

all    

all right, safe    

almost all, the majority    

amazing, great, wow (adj)    

amazing, wonderful, wow    

anything, nothing    

apartment house    

appointment book    

arm    

armpit    

army    

army knife    

Asia    

Atlantic Ocean    

    

GLOSSARY English-Japanese Level  
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B 
back    

back garden    

backyard    

ball pen    

balloon    

bamboo    

bandage, dressing    

basement    

bat (animal)    

battery    

beard    

to become, be    

bell  /   /   

best friend    

blood    

body    

bomb    

bone    

booger    

book store    

both (items or objects)    

bouquet    

box    

break    

breasts    

breathe    

brush    

bucket    

buffet    

burp    

bus stop    

butterfly    
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button    

by foot    

by yourself    

alone    

    

C 
caca  /   /   

cactus    

calculator    

candle    

canteen    

car battery    

carpet    

cash    

caterpillar    

cavity    

ceiling    

champagne    

to change, turn into    

check-in    

check-out    

chicken    

Children    

Chinese cooking (food)    

Christmas tree    

circle    

cleaning    

clip-on earrings    

cold    

college student    

college, university    

to come to dislike     

to come to like     
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commuting to work    

company    

complex     

complicated    

concert    

convenient    

conversation    

correction fluid    

to cost money, take time    

cough    

cup ramen   

curtains    

cutting board    

    

D 
dangerous    

day off    

denim pants, jeans    

dentist    

dentures (false teeth)    

development (picture)    

devil    

dictionary    

diet    

[to be] different    

difficult    

dimples    

disagreeable     

Disneyland    

disposable camera    

divorce    

to do your best    

doo-doo  /   /   
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door    

drawing    

dress    

E 
easy    

electric outlet    

electricity    

elementary school    

elementary school student    

elevator    

emergency exit    

emperor    

to end, finish    

endurance    

equator    

escalator    

Europe    

evening    

everybody    

everyday    

expression    

    

F 
fan    

fart    

feces  /   /   

file cabinet     

film    

film shop    

to find (active)    

fire place    

first time    
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first time    

flashlight    

flat    

flat head screwdriver     

floor    

flower vase    

folder    

fool, idiot    

foreign country    

foreigner    

[to be] found    

from now (starting from now)    

front desk    

front teeth    

frying pan    

    

G 
garden, yard    

Germany    

ghost    

girl (usually little girl)    

to go, come back, return    

grammar    

grasshopper    

grave    

    

H 
hall (concert)    

hammer    

handicap    

handy    

hanger    
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happy    

to have patience, endure    

headache    

heart    

heavy    

“Hello?” (telephone only)    

hen    

hiccups    

high heels    

high school    

high school student    

hives, rash    

hole puncher    

to home stay ( )  ( )  

hot springs    

house work    

how long (time)    

how many days    

how many hours    

how many months    

how many weeks    

how many years    

how much (money)    

how; what    

hurts    

husband    

    

    

I 
idiot, fool     

imaginary company    

interview    

in the morning time    



the glossaries E-J    321 

index finger    

injury    

ink    

instead of    

intricate    

iron    

J 
jacket    

Japan Sea    

jeans, denim pants    

junior high school    

junior high student    

    

K 
kettle    

kind, warm-hearted, friendly    

kitchen knife    

    

L 
L.A.    

ladder    

lady bug    

language    

laptop computer    

large apartment    

laundry    

lawyer    

letter    

library    

light     

little finger    
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to live (in a place)    

long  ( adj.)   

long time ago    

to look for, search for    

to lose    

lot    

low    

lungs    

    

M 
Madonna    

to make    

many    

meaning (of something)    

medicine    

to meet    

men’s bath    

Merry Christmas    

Michael Jackson   

middle finger    

miniskirt    

mixed-sex public bath    

molars (back teeth)    

most, number one    

much    

municipal (public)    

muscles    

mushrooms    

my father    

my mother    
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N 
nails (for hammers)    

naked    

national border    

navy    

negative    

new car    

normal    

North Pole    

not fun    

not interesting     

nouns    

nuclear bomb    

number    

number one, the most     

nurse ( )   

    

O 
ocean    

ocean bathing    

Oceania    

okay    

one-piece dress    

one-room apartment   

only    

ordinary    

to originate, start, begin    

over and including ~    

    

P 
Pacific Ocean    



324     YesJapan.com 

page    

painful    

paint    

painting    

palm tree    

paperclip   

parking lot    

part-time job    

patience    

to pay    

pencil sharpener    

pet shop    

Phillips screwdriver    

photograph    

picnic    

pierced earrings    

piggy bank    

pilot    

pimple    

pinky (little finger)    

pistol    

place    

to play    

Polaroid    

poo-poo  /   /   

pool    

popcorn    

potato    

pots and pans    

potted plants    

private    

pretty; clean    

probably    



the glossaries E-J    325 

programming    

properly    

puppy    

Q 
quickly, fast; hurry up!    

quiet    

    

R 
radio    

railroad crossing    

to raise an animal    

rap music    

real estate    

real estate agent/broker    

rectangle    

red wine    

reindeer    

rifle    

right away, immediately    

right?    

ring (jewelry)    

ring finger    

rocket    

roof    

rooftop    

room for two    

room service    

rose wine    

running   
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S 
safe (to secure valuables)    

safety pin    

sandals    

Santa Claus    

saw    

to say, speak, tell    

scary, scared     

scorpion    

screwdriver    

screws    

secretary    

see you again later      

self defense force    

self-control    

Shinjuku station (train)    

shoelace    

to shop ( )    

short in height    

short in length    

shot    

to show    

shower    

sick    

sidewalk    

silent    

Single, unmarried    

skeleton    

slobber    

sneakers    

sneeze    

snoring    

snot    
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snow man    

sofa   

someday    

song    

South Pole    

speech    

spider    

spring break (vacation)    

square    

stapler    

to start, to begin    

starting now (from now on)    

still    

stomach    

store    

straw    

study, studies    

submarine    

summer break (vacation)    

sunflower    

supermarket    

surgery    

to swim    

swimming pool    

Sydney (Australia)    

    

T 
tadpole    

tank    

tape (cellophane)    

taxi    

taxi stand    

tears    
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telephone bill    

terrible    

test  /   /   

that time    

the other day    

therefore, for that reason    

thermometer (for body)    

thing(s)    

to think    

this morning    

thumb    

tip (for services)    

toast    

together    

toilet paper     

tongue    

tongue twister    

town    

transfer (job)    

[to be] transferred    

triangle    

tripod    

T-shirt    

tulips    

two-sided tape    

U 
um    

under and including ~    

unfortunate    

United Nations    

unpleasant    

urine  /   /   

used car    
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useful    

    

V 
various    

vending machine    

vitamins    

vocabulary, words    

voice    

    

W 
to wait    

wall    

wallet    

war    

war    

war aircraft    

washing machine    

wedding cake   

wedding dress   

wedding ring    

well then    

what year of school? 

what grade?    

wheelchair    

when, time ~    

which (of two) informal    

white wine    

why?    

wind    

wine    

winter break (vacation)    

[to be] wrong    
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women’s bath    

word    

to work    

to work part-time    

    

X 
X-ray    

 

Y 
yawn    

young    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



the glossaries J-E     331  

 

 

 

Japanese English Kanji  
    

 

 

~  under and including   

~  over and including   

~  when, time   

 

 

 army knife   

 iron   

 to meet   

 red wine   

 yawn   

 devil   

 Asia   

 to play   

 dangerous   

 Africa   

 a fool, an idiot   

 by walking   

 part-time job   

 to work part-time  

 safety pin   

 

 

 stomach   

 to say, speak, tell   

GLOSSARY Japanese-English Level  
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 breathe   

 painful, hurts   

 the most, number one   

 someday   

 together   

 snoring   

 from now (starting from now)   

 meaning (of something)   

 unpleasant, disagreeble (very negative word)   

 clip-on earrings  

 dentures (false teeth)   

 various   

 ink   

 

 

 potted plants   

 wedding cake  

 wedding dress  

 song   

 arm   

 the ocean, the beach   

 the back   

 a back garden, a backyard   

 happy   

 /  feces, doo-doo, ka-ka, poo-poo  /   

 

 

 a drawing or painting   

 um   

 dimples   

 escalator   

 elevator   
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 pencil sharpener   

 

 

 okay   

 rooftop   

 molars (back teeth)   

 /  urine  /   

 Oceania   

 tadpole   

 men’s bath   

 fart   

 ghost   

 heavy   

 to think   

 thumb   

 to swim   

 to end, finish   

 hot springs   

 a girl (usually a little girl)   

 women’s bath   

 

 

 curtains   

 carpet   

 navy   

 foreign country   

 foreigner   

 skeleton   

 company   

 (concert) hall   

 ocean bathing   

 flashlight   
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( )  to shop   

 conversation   

 to raise an animal   

 to cost money, take time   

 house work   

 number   

 a cold   

 wind   

 cup ramen   

 flower vase   

 wall   

 patience; endurance; self-control   

 to have patience; endure   

 body   

 light    

 to change, turn into   

( ) a nurse   

 easy   

 to do your best   

 

 

 mushrooms   

  to come to dislike   

 pretty; clean   

 safe (to secure valuables)   

 muscles   

 

 

 air force   

 nails (for hammers)   

 sneeze   

 medicine   
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 ring finger   

 shoelace   

 spider   

 Christmas tree   

 wheelchair   

 

 

 calculator   

 adjectives   

 Injury   

 after all, in the end   

 wedding ring   

 this morning   

 burp  

 caterpillar   

 cash   

 nuclear bomb   

 development (picture)   

 

 

 puppy   

 high school   

 high school student   

 advertisement   

 bat (animal)   

 voice   

 United Nations   

 in the morning time   

 national border   

 speech, language; word; expression   

 children   

 the other day   
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 little finger   

 pinky (little finger)   

 starting now (from now on)   

 scary, scared    

 concert   

 electric outlet   

 mixed-sex bath   

 

 

 wallet   

 to look for, search for   

 scorpion   

 cactus   

 triangle   

 tripod   

 Santa Claus   

 sandals   

 unfortunate   

 

 

 denim pants, jeans   

 self defense force   

 square   

 a dictionary   

 quiet   

 quiet, silent; still   

 appointment book   

 tongue   

 vending machine   

 Sydney (Australia)   

 long version of  (well, then)   
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 potato   

 jacket   

 photograph   

 film shop   

 hiccups   

 shower   

 champagne   

 correction fluid   

 surgery   

 elementary school student   

 elementary school   

 private   

 municipal (public)   

 white wine   

 a new car   

 Shinjuku station (train)   

 kind, warm-hearted, friendly   

 hives, rash   

 best friend   

 

 

 canteen   

 supermarket   

  to come to like   

 right away, immediately   

 amazing, great, wow   

 headache   

 straw   

 sneakers  

 to live (in a place)   
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 cough   

 equator   

 paperclip   

 tape (cellophane)   

 tank   

 submarine   

 war   

 laundry   

 washing machine   

 war aircraft   

 all   

 

 

 cleaning   

 that time   
 sofa   

 

 

 diet   

 thermometer (for body)   

 college, university   

 college student   

 all right, safe   
 Atlantic Ocean   

 Pacific Ocean   

 therefore, for that reason   

 a lot, many   

 taxi   

 taxi stand   

 bamboo   
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 only   

 vocabulary, words   

 husband   

 fireplace   

 

 

 blood   

 check-out   

 check-in   

 to be wrong; to be different   

 basement   

 my father   

 tip (for services)   

 properly   

 junior high student   

 junior high school   

 Chinese cooking (food)   

 used car   

 a shot   

 parking lot   

 tulips   

 butterfly   

 rectangle   

 piggy bank   

 

 

 commuting to work   

 disposable camera   

 not fun, not interesting   
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 T-shirt   

 Disneyland   

 a letter   

  to be able to do, can do, make   

 right?, probably   

 /  test  /   

 electricity   

 a transfer (job)   

 to be transferred   

 ceiling   

 batteries   

 lady bug   

 emperor   

 telephone bill   

 

 

 door  

 Germany   

 toilet paper  

 how; what   

 toast   

 single, unmarried   

 place   

 library   

 where, which and who (polite)   

 which (of two) informal   

 reindeer   

 screwdriver  

 how long; how much (time, money)   

 about how long?; how much?  

 dress  
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 acorns   

 

 

 long   

 middle finger   

 to lose   

 summer break (vacation)   

 anything, nothing   

 pots and pans   

 tears   

 to become, be   

 how many months   

 South Pole   

 how many hours   

 how many weeks   

 why?  

 how many days   

 how many years   

 what year of school?, what grade?   

 

 

 pimple   

 normal, everyday, ordinary   

 Japan Sea   

 garden, yard   

 a chicken, a hen; a cock   

 

 

 

 negative  

 screws   
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 saw   

 

 heart   

 lungs   

 dentist   
 high heels   

 pilot   

 grave   

 bomb   

 bucket   

 box   

 ladder   

 to start, to begin   

 first time   
 to originate, start, begin   

 bus stop   

 naked   

 to work   

 grasshopper   

 car battery   

 booger   

 an imaginary company   

 snot   

 my mother   

 quickly, fast, hurry up!   

 tongue twister   

 to pay   

 spring break (vacation)   

 evening   

 hanger   

 handicap   
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 hammer   

 

 

 pierced earrings   

 low, short in height; flat   

 picnic   

 beard   

 a secretary   

 emergency exit   

 pistol   

 vitamins   

 terrible   

 index finger   

 by yourself, alone   

 sunflower   

 buffet   

 sick   

 

 

  file cabinet   

 a fan   

 film   

 bouquet   

 balloon   

 swimming pool   

 folder   

 complicated, intricate, complex, difficult  

 a room for two   

 real estate   

 real estate agent/broker   

 railroad crossing   

 winter break (vacation)   
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 frying pan   

 brush   

 Phillips screwdriver   

 programming   

 front desk   

 grammar   

 

 

 page   

 pet shop   

 /  bell   /   

 paint   

 study, studies   

 lawyer   

 convenient, handy, useful   

 

 

 

 

 bandage, dressing   

 kitchen knife   

 ( )   to stay at someone's house  ( )  

 hole puncher   

 ball pen   

 button   

 North Pole   

 stapler   

 popcorn   

 sidewalk   

 almost all, the majority   

 bone   

 Polaroid   
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 book store   

 

 

 Michael Jackson  

 flathead (standard) screwdriver   

 front teeth   

 again   

  again later   

 a town   

 to wait   

 Madonna   

 cutting board   

 circle   

 large apartment, apartment house   

 

 

 short in length   

 store   

 to show   

 to be found (passive)   

 to find (active)   

 miniskirt   

 everybody   

 

 

 long time ago   

 cavity   

 breasts   
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 nouns   

 Merry Christmas   

 an interview   

 

 

 hello (telephone only)   

 to go, come back, return   

 thing(s)   

 

 

 kettle   

 palm tree   

 a day off, a break   

 roof   

 

 

 floor   

 snow man   

 a ring (jewelry)   

 

 

 Europe   

 slobber   

 instead of   

 

 

 rifle   
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 radio   

 rap music   

 laptop computer   

 running   

 

 

 army   

 divorce   

 both (items or objects)   

 two-sided tape   

 

 

 room service   

 

 

 X-ray   

 

 

 candle   

 rocket   

 L.A.   

 rose wine   

 

 

 wine   

 young   

 armpit   

 one-piece dress   

 one-room apartment  
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